


THE 


AMERICAN 


SUNDAYSOGHOOL MACAZITE, 








MAY, 


1828. 








APPRENTICES’ BIBLE CLASS.—LECTURE TO MECHANICS, 


We have already in one number 
availed ourselves of the earliest oppor- 
tunity afforded us of recording anoth- 
er important advance, which has been 
made in the daily advancing system of 
Sunday-school instruction. We recur 
to the same subject for a moment to 
express our high sense of the energy 
and activity of the managers of the 
“ Philadelphia City Sunday-School 
Union,” auxiliary to the American 
Sunday-School Union, with whom the 
plan for the benefit of apprentices ori- 
nated. There can be no question, but 
that the class of apprentice boys is a 
class which has been much neglected, 
and that under the present circum- 
stances they are placed in the most un- 
favourable condition for the reception 
of divine truth. Occupied as they are 
generally during the week in the labo- 
rious duties of their employments, there 
are very few means of religious in- 
struction thought of; and their masters 
discharge their positive written engage- 
ments when they procure for them a 
common education. There the busi- 
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ness commonly ends. It is a matter of 
experience that the generality of mas- 
ters do not think it a bounden duty for 
them to take their apprentices to 
places of public worship. In many 
cases the boys are allowed to make 
their own choice, and all that is asked 
is, whether they have been to chureh. 
In many other cases no question is 
asked, and the boys are at liberty to 
spend their Sabbaths in the most open 
violation of the laws of God. To 90- 
ciety at large, this matter is one of un- 
common interest, for the subject does 
not confine itself to the condition of 
apprentices as ‘‘koys.” Every year 
many are elevated to a different rank, 
and they carry with them as journey- 
men, and then as masters, all the habits 
of neglect and indifference, or posi- 
tive contempt of serious things, which 
marked their character when in their 
subordinate situation. We shall watch 
with deep anxiety the development of 
the plan which has been adopted by 
the committee of the Philadelphia 
Union of establishing Bible classes 
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among the apprentices, and in bringing 
those who will avail themselves of the 
opportunity within the reach of a Bible 
class instruction. As long ago as No- 
vember, 1826, we find that a subject 
somewhat similar appears to have ex- 
cited the attention of the pious in the 
city of London, and a society was 
formed, called ‘* The Christian Instruc- 
tion Society” —one great branch of the 
operations of this society is, to have a 
regular course of lectures delivered by 
ministers, addressed particularly to 
mechanics, and we have now lying be- 
fore us, the first of a course of lectures 
to mechanics, delivered by the Rev. J. 
Blackburn at the City Chapel, Fins- 
bury Square. It is very appropriately 
on the moral and spiritual claims of 
London. We think that the Philadel- 
phia Union has struck a much surer 
blow by commencing with apprentices, 
and by not resting satisfied with the 
establishment of a weekly lecture, but 
in having determined to try the effect 
of Sunday-school and Bible class in- 
struction. At the same time, we would 
throw out the idea for our active friends 
to reflect on—whether there might not 
be some advantage in superadding 
something on the London plan, that is, 
whether a weekly lecture might not 
be established, by the voluntary offer 
of ministers, to be preached especially 
to mechanics. We do not intend to 
pursue the idea, as we hope to see this 
done by some persons, whose minds 
are now actively engaged in objects of 
this kind; but should any effort of this 
sort be made, we shall offer our obser- 
vations on the best method of accom- 
plishing the object, as we have at hand 
sufficient materials resulting from the 
recorded experience of those who have 
had the management of the London 
institution. 




















We shall have occasion to recur to 
this subject again when noticing the 
second annual report of the City Sun- 
day-School Union, which was made on 
the second of last month. 


INDIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Weare informed by a letter, recent- 
ly received by a member of the com- 
mittee of publication, dated ‘* Valley 
Towns, Cherokee nation,’ that a do- 
nation of books, made by the American 
Sunday-School Union for the use of 
schools among the Indians, had, after 
much delay, arrived safely at their des- 
tination. The writer (Rev. E. Jones) 
remarks, **books had become very 
scarce, and the demand for them has 
increased. The books were greatly 
needed, and are highly prized. Our 
little pupils present their grateful 
thanks to their distant friends who do 
so much for their good.’”’ A new school 
was about to be formed at Notley, and 
three other towns were very desirous 
to enjoy the same privilege, but want 
of means prevent very extended effort. 

In April last, Mr. Jones preached at 
an Indian settlement, Tuckaseegee, 
from 1 Tim. 1:15, This is a faithful 
saying, &c. Among others, a young 
girl of the Cotomba nation, who was 
present, listened with much attention. 
Sometime after she was sent on an er- 
rand to the Mission House, Mrs. Jones 
conversed with her, and was surprised 
to find her distressed on account of her 
sinful state, which she said she was first 
made acquainted with at the meeting 
in Tuckaseegee, and expressed her 
anxious desire to accept the “ faithful 
saying.” She found no rest, but con- 
tiaued mourning for sin, till Sabbath 
September 16th, when it pleased the 
Lord to reveal himself to her soul, dis- 
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pel her fears, and put a new song into 
her mouth even praise and thanksgiv- 
ing. This young female was named 
Ann Judson, and on the 27th Septem- 
ber, was baptised and admitted to the 
Lord’s supper. 
eldest sister of Ann, has since appear- 
ed much concerned for her soul. May 
she never rest until she find peace 
through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant! 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
AN ADDRESS, 
Delivered at a Sabbath-School Concert 
of Prayer. 
Sunday-school teachers may find the 
following address very suitable to be 
read at the concert prayer meetings, 
especially in places where this Maga- 
It has 
become a common practice for the 
conductors of these meetings to read 


zine is not much circulated. 


pieces from this Magazine, and we 
shall always endeavour to place some 
articles in each number appropriate 
for such occasions, though they may 
not often appear in the form of ad- 
dresses. 

Dear Friends,—We are this evening 


assembled, to unite our addresses to 
the Father of our spirits; that a blessing 


may attend the Sunday-schools in our | 


land, and in the whole world; it is a 
solemn, yet delightful service; and 
may we not hope it will be a profitable 
season to our souls; that it may be 
such, what is our duty? Is it not that 
we may lay aside the cares, the busi- 
ness and concerns of this fleeting world, 
while we draw near to God, and hold 
sweet communion with him?’ How 
should our hearts be drawn out, our 
desires increased, after the presence 
of him who has promised, that when 
his children are gathered together for 
his worship, that he will be with them: 
our blessed Saviour hath condescend- 


ed to inform us, ‘that if two of you 
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shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is 
in Heaven;” should we not feel en- 
couraged to entreat that our prayers 
may ascend in unison with thousands 
who are assembled for the same pur- 
pose? 

The Sunday-school cause is one that 
should occupy our thoughts, it should 
he near our hearts, it should have our 
earnest desires, for the continuance of 
its blessed effects; and that increased 
exertions may be made, until all the 
children of men, in every country, of 
every name and denomination, shall 
be brought under its influence. Per- 
mit me, ye that are parents, to urge 
the faithful performance of your duty 
to your children while young, while 
the mind is tender; does not experi- 
ence teach us, that impressions made 
in early life are seldom, if ever, wholly 
obliterated’ Let your children be early 
made acquainted with the history of 
the Bible, even at the development of 
the reasoning powers; let instruction 
be commenced and continued until in 
turn, they become Sunday-school 
teachers, then by their influence, pre- 
cept, example and prayers, they will 
be fitted to promote the cause which 
they so justly know how to appreciate. 
You that are teachers, are called on 
for engagedness, for faithfulness: be 
punctual, patient, persevering and 
prayerful; endeavour by your earnest 
petitions to the throne of grace, that 
the instruction which you communi- 
cate from time to time may be blessed; 
that it may be as good seed sown in 

d soil, and bring forth fruit abun- 
dantly, to the glory of God. Pray for 
preparedness in your own hearts, pray 
that the hearts of your pupils may be 
softened and fitted to receive impres- 
sions that shall be for their ; re- 
solve (not in your own strength, but 
in the strength of him with whom is 
all power, ) that you will advance the 
cause. There is much in that word 
‘‘try:” O try to be useful, it is for the 
salvation of immortal souls you labour; 
it is for the glory of God. You who 
are prepared to become teachers, who 
have not yet engaged in this blest em- 
ployment, “why stand ye all the day 
idle?”? to whom are ye indebted for 
all your powers of body and mind? 
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How dare you withhold when your | 


maker requires your service?’ Why 
deprive yourselves of the privilege of 
coming up to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty? Do you not wrong 
God, and are you not doing yourselves 
an incalculable injury? May not the 
words of Christ be applied to you? 
“ He that is not for me is against me.” 
Remember while not engaged you are 
by example deterring others; you pre- 
vent parents from sending their child- 
ren, and from being interested in the 
school; you prevent the children who 
are acquainted with you from having a 
desire to attend, and virtually say, Sun- 
day-school instruction is of no value ; 
does not your neglect of this duty, 
measure your estimation of a know- 
ledge of that book of books, the Bible? 
Be entreated to delay no longer, come 
cast your weight of influence into this 
storehouse of knowledge, for the be- 
nefit of the rising generation: and pre- 
pare for the enjoyment of that glorious 
reward, ‘* well done good and faithful 
servant.” To you my young friends 
who have heretofore met in this sacred 
place, (and where we hope to meet 
again) for the purpose of obtaining a 
knowledge of the word of God; a 
knowledge of yourselves, of what you 
are in an unrenewed state, of what you 
must be by preparation of heart, for 
the enjoyment of heaven, with all its 
happiness; to you I call to give your 
constant and early attendance at school. 
The want of punctuality is most sensi- 
bly felt whenever or in whatever it ex- 
ists, particularly so in a Sunday-school. 
Have any of you suffered anxiety by a 
friend’s delay to fulfil an appointment 
at the time? let the feelings you ex- 
perienced on such an occasion guard 
you from bringing another into the 
like situation: remember that the want 
of punctual attendance in scholars or 
teachers, is to a Sunday-school as a 
daily wound to the trunk of a flourish- 
ing tree, its effects will soon extend to 
the leaves of the utmost branches. 
Your earnest and unremitted atten- 
tion is requested to the precepts incul- 
cated in your lessons, and to the re- 
marks made by your teachers. Be en- 
treated to set a just estimate on the 
: privilege of attending a Sunday-school, 

no misdemeanor, no improper con- 
duct on your part bring a reproach on 
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yourself, on your schoolmates or teach- 
ers, all suffer ina degree if you wound 
the cause. If you are at any time en- 
ticed to do that which is wrong, let 
your reply be, 1 am a Sunday-school 
scholar, therefore cannot co it, let this 
be your shield, and it will prevent a 
second attack. With many of you, are 
not the hours spent in study, and in 
school, as so much time redeemed? if 
so, it is of great value, it will in one 
sense be adding years to your lives; 
here you have an opportunity to make 
the truths of God’s holy word, familiar 
to your minds, to lay up a stock of 
knowledge that will be of the utmost 
value through life, it will lead you in 
the path of virtue, to honour, to dura- 
ble riches in righteousness, happiness 
in life, in death, and in eternity. 

To you (if any such are present, ) 
who without an examination of your 
motives, think you are bidding the 
cause of God speed; yet take little or 
no interest in the prosperity of your 
Sunday-school, in the punctual attend- 
ance of your children, in their lessons, 
in their recitations, or in the instruc- 
tions they receive; I call to arouse from 
this stupor that is fast approximating 
to a lethargy, that will shortly (if in- 
dulged,) paralyze your power—you 
know not the value of the blessing, the 
richness of the boon which you neglect 
to receive and enjoy. How can you 
have a conscience void of offence to- 
ward God and toward men, while liv- 
ing in the neglect of those imperious 
duties devolving upon you toward the 
children that a gracious God has given 
you? As you value your own peace, 
and the everlasting welfare of your 
dear children, permit me to enforce the 
conviction on your mind, that you are 
called to active exertion in this cause, 
which God delights to bless, and which 
in his hand, and by his power, may be 
the means of emancipating the inha- 
bitants of the globe from the slavery 
of the ‘* prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the 
hearts of the children of disobedience.” 
As an incentive that you enter on this 
duty, suffer me to direct your attention 
to the Sunday-school concert, there to 
witness the deep interest felt for the 
spiritual good of his children; there to 
reflect on the supplications that from 
| thousands mingle and ascend before 
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the throne of the most high God, that 
these labours of love may be blessed 
to the conversion of immortal souls, 
and I venture to assert you Cannot re- 
turn without being more interested 
than you went. I would also recom- 
mend a careful perusal of the Amen- 
can Sunday-School Magazine; there 
you will find inducement to engage in 
the work, you will perceive the bene- 


" fits—the happy results of this course of 


instruction; you will find that from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, (in our beloved 
country, ) more than two hundred thou- 
sand souls are engaged, treasuring up 
knowledge from the word of God, you 
will find that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive instruction, that the 
Lord’s arm is not shortened that he 
cannot save, but that his ear is open to 
the requests of his children, that his 
blessing has attended, and in some 
measure crowned their labours with 
success, that within four years, more 
than six thousand souls have in the 
judgment of charity (in Sunday- 
schools connected with the American 
Sunday-School Union,) been brought 
out of darkness into the light and li- 
berty of the gospel. On you who are 
blest with this worlds goods, who are 
stewards of the Lord’s bounty, I call to 
cast in your abundance to the treasury 
of the Lord; by contributing of your 
substance for the benefit of the cause, 
you will become interested in its pro- 
gress: Weare prone lightly to esteem 
that which costs us nothing; remember 
that the Lord giveth power to get 
wealth, and that he has power to 
scatter what you have collected; view 
not your treasures as your own, for the 
earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof, be entreated to lay up trea- 
sure in heaven, and have your heart 
there also. 

All are called upon to engage in this 
employment; none in this land of Bi- 
bles are exempt; it is our duty to our- 
selves, to our children, te our country, 
to our God. 

I call on you my christian friends for 
your prayers, for perseverance. For- 
ward, onward, should be your motto ; 
the cause is a glorious one, you are in 


a service which is to end only with | 


your life; when with you the time 
have arrived, ‘that the strong 
men shall bow themselves,” “* and 











those that look out of the windows 
be darkened;” and you, asa shock 
of corn fully ripe in its season, are 
waiting to be gathered into that 
house not made with hands; then 
with your last petitions, you will inter- 
cede for a blessing, to descend and rest 
on Sunday-schools, ere you quietly fail 
asleep in Jesus, to awake in_his like- 
ness, to a glorious immortality; toe an 
inheritance incorruptible, and unde- 
filed, that fadeth not away, but which 
is eternal in the heavens. A. E.C. 


To the Corresponding Secretary. 
STAUNTON, VA. 


Our school, in the summer, consists 
of 110 scholars, in the winter, of 90. It 
has flourished for nearly two years, 
and our prospects are better at this 
time than they have heretofore been. 
There are eight female teachers, five 
of whom are professors of religion; se- 
ven male teachers, two of whom are 
professors of religion. ‘The teachers 
and scholars are generally punctual in 
their attendance. The internal. or- 
ganization of the school is, as far as 
circumstances allow, according to the 
plan recommended by the American 
Sunday-School Union. The number 
of male and female scholars are about 
equal. Inthe summer, we open the 
school in the morning about 8 o’clock; 
in the winter, in the afternoon, at 2 
o’clock, and the school continues from 
one and a half to two hours. We use 
exclusively the books of the American 
Sunday-School Union. Two-thirds of 
the whole school can read in the New 
Testament. We have no library yet; 
but wish to get one as soon as we Can, 
We greatly need a pious, zealous 
young man of agreeable manners, to 
act as superintendent. If such a 
man could be found, who is likewise 
qualified to act as clerk, and to-take a 
school through the week, or support 
himself by any other avocation, -he 
would meet with patronage and a 
field of usefulness. I believe that. such 
young men are almost as much needed 
as ministers and missionaries. I am 
persuaded that there are many young 
men, who would do more goodin this 
way, than if they would enter the mi 
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nistry. I hope there will soon be nur- 
series for such a class of labourers. 
How many young men in your city 
are there, now merely teachers, that 
would be qualified to go forth into 
our towns and villages and become su- 
perintendents, and form numerous 
other schools besides? They could 
support themselves by their trades, or 
other avocations, and do almost as 
much good as any ministers of the 
gospel. I throw out these hints for 
your consideration, and have not time 
at present, to pursue them further. 

There was formerly a Sunday-school 
Society with a regular constitution in 
this place. But when I came here, 
two years ago, the whole had become, 
in a manner extinct, and the school 
discontinued. I took every thing into 
my own hands, confident that other- 
wise nothing would be effectually and 
perseveringly done, but with a view of 
committing the school to the care of a 
society and superintendents as soon as 
it ound be safely done. That time has 
not yet arrived. We wish to share 
in your patronage and indulgence, 
as an auxiliary, though we cannot 
as yet comply with all your terms. 
There is no other school in the 
place, though there might be one or 
two others. A visiting agent could 
not do much: but if young men could 
come and spend six months or a year, 
much, very much might be done. You 
will herewith reeeive an order for an 
additional supply of books. 

Most respectfully yours, &c. 

JosEPH SMITH. 


MARYLAND STATE UNION. 
Auxiliary to the American Sunday-School 
Union. 

We call the particular attention of 
our readers to the following highly im- 
portant proceedings of the Maryland 
auxiliary. 


At a special meeting of the Sunday- 
School Union for the state of Mary- 
land, held at the Lecture Room of St. 
Peter’s Church, on Tuesday evening 
1st of April, 1828. The President in 
the chair. 





Ta 








Among others, the following reso- 
lution was unanimously adapted, viz: 

“Resolved, That the Sunday-School 
Union for the state of Maryland, un- 
dertake, in humble reliance upon the 
aid of Almighty God, in the space of 
two years, to institute, or cause, or pro- 
cure to be instituted in every town, vil- 
lage, congregation, society or section of 
the state of Maryland, where it is prac- 
ticable, a Sabbath-school or schools, for 
the purpose of instructing the msing 
generation to read the sacred scrip- 
tures.” 


True extract from the minutes. 


Tuos. Spicer, 
Recording Secretary. 


This is the first resolution of the kind 
which has been adopted in relation to 
a whole state, and we earnestly hope 
and pray, that the Lord will bless the 
noble design of our friends in Balti- 
more, and give them the means and 
strength to accomplish what they have 
so laudably undertaken. We feel 
persuaded, that the benevolent and 
patriotic citizens of the state of Mary- 
land, will second the efforts of the 
managers of their Union, and that in 
“every town, village, congregation, 
society or section of the state,” the 
people will be ready to give the use 
of churches, academies, school-houses, 
court-houses, or such other places as 
may be needed, to collect the chil- 
dren, and have them taught on the 
Lord’s day to read the sacred scrip- 
tures. This is a work in which all may 


delightfully unite. 


ASBURY SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


This society, which we believe is 
the largest auxiliary of the Mary- 
land Sunday-School Union, has, dur- 
ing eleven years, been pursuing their 
benevolent course with much zeal and 
ability, and remarkable success. From 
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the last report we shall extract the 
concluding address entire, for the 
appeal which the managers there pre- 
sent, is worthy the consideration of 
every friend of Sabbath-schools. 


‘‘It is not the design of the mana- 
gers to enter into any elaborate argu- 
ments to prove the utility and impor- 
tance of Sunday-schools. Their value 
is best attested by the blessed effects 
which they have produced within the 
last half century :—by the happy thou- 
sands who have been brought by their 
instrumentality to rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God:—by the internal 
evidence they bear that ‘ God is with 
them!’ and by the ardent prayers 
which every christian, every friend of 
God and of religion, daily offers up in 
their behalf. By their fruits only do 
they desire to be judged, and while 
the patriot, the philanthropist, and the 
minister of the gospel, plead eloquent- 
ly their cause, perhaps they more suc- 
cessfully themselves assert their claims 
to our countenance and _ support. 
Compare the shocking profanity, the 
mischievous idleness, and Sabbath 
day vagrancy, so common a few years 
ago, with the scenes of quiet and or- 
der, of diligence and instruction, now 
found within the precincts of our nu- 
merous Sunday-schools, and who will 
say there is not a visible improvement 
in the moral features of society? But 
their inestimable advantages are but 
partially considered by those who con- 
fine their view here. It has been as 
truly as beautifully said, that ‘ to wit- 
ness the good effects of Sunday- 
schools, we must follow the subjects 
of them to the closets of devotion, and 
to the retired scenes of domestic life 
and social order, where, like the vio- 
let, they are to be traced rather by 
their fragrance than their colours, and 
are valued in private more than they 
are known in public.’ The Sabbath- 
school rescues those to whom the fu- 
ture destinies of the church and the 
state are to be entrusted, from the 
clouds of ignorance, and the dark 
train of crimes and miseries of which 
ignorance is the prolific mother, and 
it makes them blessings to the world. 








highest honours in the gift of God and 
man. We indulge the animating hope 
that many who are now the i of 
our schools, and the subjects OF our 
prayers and instructions, are to be the 
future ornaments of the pulpit, the 
bar, and the hall of legislation; and 
shall look back upon these precious 
moments as those in which they im 
bibed the principles, and were taught 
the precepts, to which, under God, 
they are indebted for their character 
and elevation. 

‘« The managers, in thus briefly des- 
canting upon the utility and impor- 
tance of the Sunday-school system, 
will not restrain the expression of 
their decided opinion, that it is laying 
obligations on generations yet unborn; 
—that at this moment itis effecting 
that which shall astonish mankind 
with its results; which shall spread 
confusion and dismay throughout the 
ranks of infidelity, and make the 
throne of darkness tremble to its cen- 
tre. Itis silent, but not the less rapid 
in itsmarch. Although not preced- 
ed by the pomp of heralds, and the 
trumpet tongue of fame, it is still om 
ward in its progress. Unobservant of 
what is passing around him must he 
be, indeed, who sees not in it a mighty 
moral engine, which is hastening, in 
no imperceptible degree, that promis- 
ed day, when ‘the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord shall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the sea.’ 

‘Whilst Sabbath-schools present 
so many irresistible claims to the 
tronage and support of all classes of 
society, from the most exalted to the 


- humblest individual, we trust that our 
_ appeal in their behalf will not be alto- 
| gether in vain. 


We trust that young 
men will listen to us; for on them we 
would particularly call. On them the 
eyes and hopes of the church and the 
world are fixed. Could our voice but 
reach them, wherever they are, in the 
populous city, or the desert waste,— 
we would say to them,—for the sake 
of God, of Christ, and of precious 
young immortal souls, who are famish- 
ing for want of the bread of life, come 
to our help, and promote Sabbath- 
school instruction! An ample field of 
usefulness and benefit to the remotest 
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It opens to them an avenue, not only 


| generation invites them to labour. We 
to worldly respectability, but to the 


| would say to them, and to every loi- 
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terer in this vineyard of the Lord— 
* Why stand ye all the day idle?’ Wid 
tim@ permit, we would call, too, upon 
the ministers of Christ. In behalf of 
the rising generation—in behalf of 
such dear little ones as our Saviour 
loved and commanded to be brought 
to him, we would beseech them, whilst 
Tract, and Bible, and Missionary So- 
cieties, in innumerable streams of be- 
nevolence, are pouring their fertiliz- 
ing fruits — the world through a 
thousand different channels, to forget 
not the humble—the silent—but the 
no less effectual co-operation of the 
Sunday-school system. With the hun- 
dred and twenty thousand teachers 
that Sabbath-schools now employ in 
the world, and the million and a quar- 
ter of scholars brought weekly under 
their instruction, much, very much, 
still remains to be done if we would 
merely keep pace with the increase 
of population. This we would tell 
them, and then ask, with a freedom 
which tender solicitude for our one 
common interest and one common ob- 
ject will excuse, if more cannot yet be 
done by them to reinforce our ranks, 
and to enlist us recruits to put to flight 
the armies of ignorance and vice? 

** But to you, O parents! we would 
turn, for we have a special message 
for you. You, who sustain the deeply 
responsible relation of guardians of 
the invaluable treasure of the infant 
mind, will not reproach us for believ- 
ing in the extreme utility of Sunday- 
iain while your children, under 
their religious and moral culture, be- 
come more obedient, docile, and amia- 
ble in their dispositions, and while our 
influence is exerted to restrain them 
from the paths of vice. The responsi- 
bility which rests upon you, as stew- 
ards to whom God has confided for 
improvement the brightest gems of 
earth and heaven—immortal souls, is 
awful and tremendous. Alas! how 
few are the parents who heed the so- 
lemn admonitions with which the sa- 
cred scriptures abound upon this sub- 
ject! How few are there who consider 
that their children, however diminu- 
tive by childhood, possess a deathless 
soul within, which must for ever exist 
hereafter in a state of misery or bliss! 
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tinies they will have to be so dreadful- 
ly accountable in the last great day! 
How few remember that solemn com- 
mand of Jehovah, in a voice that issu- 
ed from the cloud of glory which rest- 
ed upon Mount Sinai, amid the thun- 
ders that roared, and the lightnings 
that flashed from its sides, to learn, 
themselves, the ways of the Lord, and 
to ‘teach them diligently unto their 
children!’ Parents, awake! By all that 
you hold dear in this world, and in the 
world to come, we beseech you to 
awake to asense of what the Almigh- 
ty requires at your hands! If you 
will continue careless about your 
own souls:—if you are willing to live 
ourselves without Christ and without 

ope in the world:—if you are deter- 
mined obstinately to shut your hearts 
and ears to the voice of sovereign 
grace—Oh! we implore you to have 
mercy upon those who are ‘ bone of 
your bone, and flesh of your flesh: 
we entreat you to pity those who lie 
so near to your hearts,—the little ones 
whom you have so often caressed in 
your bosoms, and to whose innocent 
prattle you have so often listened 
with delight. In their name,—in the 
name of your sons and your daugh- 
ters, who are yet too young to know 
their own best interests,—but who, 
with you and us, are rapidly passing 
down the stream of time, and soon, 
very soon, must stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ,—once more we 
implore you, by all these solemn and 
tender abjurations, to be no longer so 
cruel to those who have closely en- 
twined themselves around your hearts, 
as to withhold from them the true 
bread of eternal life, without which 
they die for ever!—Say not—O say 
not, we pray you, that you have not 
time or talents sufficient for the duty 
of imparting religious instruction to 
your children. Fifty years ago, this 
plea for neglect might have had some 
show of reason; but now, when Sab- 
bath-schools rear their unobtrusive 
heads at every turn, and pour their re- 
freshing rills of piety through every 
neighbourhood,—so long as there is 
room within their walls for a single 
child more, and yours are permitted 
to forego their inestimable benefits, 


| you must look te it:—’tis at the peril 


whose future destinies it is almost in 
| of your souls. To suffer your children 


their power to fix, and for whose des- 




















1828. 


Ashbury Sunday Nehool Socrely. 


1ST 





—— 





to stay from such instructions, is, virtu- 
ally, to sign, with your own hands, 
their passport to ruin. Again then, 
we say, send your children to the 
Sunday-school: send them to us. We 
love you—we love them; and we pro- 
mise to preach to them Jesus; to lead 
them to the Saviour’s cross, and, by 








the blessing of God, to instill into | 


their tender minds such principles of 
pure and undefiled religion—to im- 
press upon their hearts so deeply the 
sacred precepts of the gospel; and so 
to teach them the highest and best of 
all knowledge—their duty to God and 
man, as shall lead them to that happy 
state to which they are called.’ 

‘* With feelings of peculiar interest 
and affection, would the Board, in 
conclusion, say a few words to those 
who are actively engaged in this noble 
undertaking,—to the teachers, em- 
ployed in our schools from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, in the heavenly calling of 
preachers of righteousness to infant 
hearts. 
brethren, that you consider it no less 
an exalted privilege than a distinguishi- 
ed honour, that you are in any way 
concerned in so high, so holy, and so 
blessed a work. And we think that 
when you this day look around you, 
and see such a little army of fellow 
soldiers in the cause of Christ, and 
such a vast assembly of the objects of 
your love and your care as this inte- 
resting occasion has called together, 
you must feel more than ever impress- 
ed with the solemn dignity and inipor- 
tance attached to the character of a 
Sunday-school teacher. Your God, 
your fellow men, and angels, are wit- 
nesses of your conduct. You are 
training up immortal spirits to bloom 
for ever inthe paradise above! You 
are imprinting upon the youthful 
mind, fresh as it comes from the hand 
of its Creator, those great truths of re- 
religion, which will prove to it, in af- 
ter life, a consolation in trials, and a 
solace in sorrows! What object so 
sublime—what office so honourable as 
this? Teachers! we would fain hope 
that you never forget, or lose sight of 
that interesting and important object 
to which all your labours should point, 
where all your views should centre, 
and compared to which every thing 
else is trifling and. insign'fieant—the 
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We hope and believe, dear || 





soul—the salvation of the immortal 
soul! What language can express the 
value of that in comparison of which 
the sun is but a bauble, and every star 
that twinkles in the firmament above, 
a worthless trinket? Is there one 
among you who is not deeply impress- 
ed with the high and awfully respon- 
sible nature of the office he has as- 
sumed? Permit us tenderly and affec- 
tionately to exhort him, (if such a one 
there be,) to lay aside his indifference, 
and to become very serious in this mat- 
ter. An elegant writer has observed, 
that ‘the loftiest seraph that glows 
and burns in the temple above, if com- 


_missioned by his God, would accept 


with gratitude the office of a Sunday- 
school teacher’? If this is true, as it 
certainly is; if ‘he that winneth souls 
is wise;’ can he be the one to stand by 
and look coldly on, while young im- 
mortals flock around him every Sab- 
bath to receive the words of eternal 
life from his lips’ Can he be content 
to meet and part on the holy day, 
knowing not that they shall ever meet 
again, until, with assembled worlds, 
they meet before the bar of the Eter- 
nal, without making some effort to- 
wards bringing them toa ‘ knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jesus’? May Al- 
mighty God forbid it. 

‘*¢ 'l’o those of you who are alive to 
the importance of your Cuties, and 


justly tremble at the prominent and 


responsible relation you sustain to 
your God, we would invite you to be 
cheered with the promised aid and 
support of the spirit and grace of 


Christ. You are now sowing the grain 
| of mustard seed, and faith teaches you 
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to rely with humble confidence upon 
the blessing of Heaven for the result, 
Are we not assured in the sacred page, 
that ** in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint Away then with our 
doubts and fears. Although it is now 
hid in the earth, and to human view 
may seem lost for ever, yet, watered 
by your prayers, it shall spring up, 
even in afier years, and produce fruit, 
both in time and in eternity. Never 
for a moment indulge the unworth 

thought of becoming weary of ‘ cast- 
ing your bread upon the waters,’ 
while the promise of God remains that 
‘it shall be gathered after many days.’ 
The work of grace in the soul is im: 
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perceptible to the eye: ‘the first 
dawn of day commences amidst the 
thickest shades of night; and often, 
when you feel most discouraged, 
there may be the least cause for it. 
Oh! then, beloved fellow labourers, 
continue earnestly, diligently, and per- 
severingly, to sow the seeds of truth 
and life; remembering that the doc- 
trine of Jesus ‘ drops as the rain; that 
his speech distills as the dew: as the 
small rain upon the tender herb, and 
as the showers upon the grass.’ Let 
it encourage you, and animate your 
zeal, to know that there is a day draw- 
ing nigh, when, if not before, the utili- 
ty of your instructions shall be reveal- 
ed before a congregated universe; and 
if you shall then appear to have been 


the honoured instrument of saving one | 


youthful soul; of preventing the gray 
hairs of one parent being brought 
down in sorrow to the grave,—will it 
not richly compensate you for all your 
labours, all your tears, and all your 
prayers’ Ask dying moments: they 
can best tell the value of a solace like 
this. When that final hour shall come: 
—when our eyes shall grow dim, and 
our feeble pulse beat low: when the 
world, divested of all its charms and 
beauties, shall recede from our view: 
—when all its gay fascinations and al- 
lurements shall seem like the empty 
pageantry .of a dream:—when the 
vast concerns of eternity shall pass be- 
fore us in all their dread array :--Oh! 
in that solemn hour, we are permitted 
to believe that the spirits of redeemed 
Sabbath-scholars will hover around the 
dying pillow of the faithful teacher, 
eagerly watching the moment when 
the commissioned angel shall sever 
the mysterious link which unites the 
soul and body, to escort the emanci- 
pated spirit to the blissful realms of 
glory! Will not this thought, dear 
teachers, stimulate each and every one 
of you to add many such stars to the 
crown of reward that awaits you at the 
right hand of your Father and your 
God’? May he arouse usall to increas- 
ed diligence for the time to come:-— 
may he renew our zeal, and assist us 








faithfully to forward and promote, as | 
far as in us lies, one of the best and , 


noblest designs ever formed by chris- 
tian benevolence! ‘ Wherefore, be- 
loved brethren, let us be steadfast, im- 








moveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as we 
know that our labour is not in vain in 


the Lord.’ ” 


ANDREW ADGATE, 


The eleventh report of the Asbury 
Sunday-school Society of Baltimore, 
contains the following just tribute to 
the memory of our late respected col. 
league, who was one of the managers 
of the American Sunday-School Union 
from its organization, and took a deep 
and lively interest in its concerns. Mr. 
Adgate was a worthy member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and an 
active and zealous friend and labourer 
in the benevolent operations of the 
day. But the board of Managers who 
knew him best, shall give the eulo- 
gium. 

‘The Board must now, with the 
keenest sorrow, revert to a melancho- 
ly part of their duty: they must now 
touch a chord whose vibrations will 
be felt in every heart as it drops the 
tear of pity for the virtuous dead; for 
death has not been idle during the 
year. He has mowed down alike the 
young, and the aged; the useful, and 
the useless. The stroke of his scythe 
has reached our ranks, and not a few 
of the ardent and devoted friends of our 
cause have ceased from their labours 
and their prayers, in obedience to his 
summons. Of the number, your Board 
cannot refrain from the particular and 
affectionate mention of one, than 
whom there survive few superiors in 
zeal and usefulness. The memory oi 
AnGate deserves to be embalmed, as 
it is, in the best affections of our 
hearts. He was, indeed, ‘a burning 
and a shining light;’ he was a christian, 
whose life and whose death became 
the gospel he professed; and whose 
early and unremitted Sabbath-school 
labours, although they are ended, and 
he is removed to the enjoyment of his 
rich reward, can never—no, never be 
forgotten. But his loss is not felt and 
regretted by us alone. Deeply and 
sensibly as we feel it; sincerely as we 
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mourn the death of one of the few re- 
maining founders of the Asbury Sun- 
day-school Society, and of its ablest 
and most persevering friends; yet we 
have to condole with the whole church, 
and with society at large, upon this 
mysterious decree of Providence. It 
has inflicted a wound too deep and 
too widely felt to be soon assuaged. 
The emollient hand of time may de- 
prive it of its anguish, but many years 
cannot efface the cicatrice it must 
leave. However naturally so painful 
a dispensation may call for our devout 
lamentations, yet we will not repine: 
we will rather endeavour to emulate 
his example, that we may wear as 
bright a crown as we feel assured 
now decks his brow. We, too, will 
strive to adorn the doctrines of God 
our Saviour, and leave as beloved and 
unspotted a name to our children as 
did ANDREW ADGaTE. 

The Managers will not attempt a 
studied eulogy of their departed bro- 
ther: it is best read in the good works 
he has left behind. The trophies of 
his fame, and the monuments of his 
greatness, will be found in the deeds 
of his life, and not in perishable ¢ sto- 
ried urn or animated bust.’ His ac- 
tions have shed a halo upon his name, 
and imparted a freshness to his memo- 
ry, more sweet and enviable than hu- 
man praise, and more durable than 
cenotaphs of brass and steel. The 
tears of the widow and orphan will 
bedew his grave; the Bible and mis- 
sionary cause will long mourn the ab- 
sence of their favourite champion; and 
benevolent societies will long feel the 
loss of one who was ever foremost in 
devising and executing schemes for 
the alleviation of misery, and the be- 
nefit of his fellow men. But he is 
gone! That tongue, which once 
charmed us with its eloquence, is now 
mute in the long, deep sleep of death! 
That eye, which once beamed with 
benevolence and kindness, is now 
closed for ever! That cheek, which 
once rr: with sympathy at the 
tale of distress, is now bleaching in 
the tomb! And thatform, which once 
moved among us in all the pride of 
manly beauty, the delight of the social 
circle, and the beloved of every heart, 
is now slumbering ‘ beneath the clods 
of the valley.’ The night wind whis- 
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tles in hollow blasts, and the grass 
waves o’cr the spot where he hies:— 


* Where feeble Nature drops, perhaps, @ tear, 
While Reason and Religion, better taught, 
Congratulate the dead, and crown his tomb 
With wreath triumphant.’ 


The Managers indulge the hope 
that these bereavements will be so 
many motives to increased diligence: 
that they will teach us at once our de- 
pendence on God, and our obligation 
to abound yet more and more in our 
labours of love. May they prove ef- 
fectual warnings to every survivor, and 
show us, while exemplary piety and 
transcendent usefulness are no securi- 
ty against the shafts of death and an 
early tomb, how necessary it is that 
our lamps should be constantly filled 
with the oil of holiness, trimmed, and 
brightly burning.” 





STOKES COUNTY, N. C. 


To the Corresponding Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union. 


By request of the ‘officers of the 
Charity Sunday-School, I enclose their 
report of the situation of that school; I 
was present yesterday and saw there 
118 little darlings of all sizes, as atten-. 
tive as possible. It was a quarterly 
examination, and a distribution of re- 
wards. I was permitted to address 
them, and was enabled to do it with 
such animation as an old man can ex- 

erience. ‘There are 3 other schools 
in the county, which I visit as often as 
possible, and all these, are served by 
lively and earnest teachers, and the 
children improve to the surprise of 
their parents, 

There is a desire in many places to 
have these schools established, and if I 
had assistance much might be done. 

If you meet in prayer on your anni- 
versary do pray, remember the child- 
ren in Stokes County, of whom oni 
250 are now taught, and thousan 

w up without any knowledge of 
their immortality and of their best 
Friend in heaven. As long as I can 
ride out, [ will do what I can for this 
glorious work, but there can be no de- 

endence on one who has spent a long 
industrious life, now a man past 70, but 
who is till death solemnly engaged as 
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a servant of the Lord, and who, though 
weak, is honoured in being called a 
helper in the cause of the American 
Sunday-School Union. 





THE QUARTERLY CIRCULAR. 


From the Corresponding Secretary of the Maine 
Sabbath-School Union to the Corresponding 
Secretary. 


Your Quarterly Circular has been 
received, and from this specimen, I an- 
ticipate much pleasure from its peri- 
odical return, and much advantage to 
your auxiliaries from the information 
thus communicated. 





THE CHEROKEES. 


Extract of a letter to the Corresponding Scere- 
tary, dated Dwight, Arkansas ‘Territory, 
January, 1828, 


Our Sabbath-school here is in a 
prosperous state. Your Magazine and 
Youth’s Friend are received regularly, 
and read with avidity. Our prospects 
of usefulness among these poor, be- 
nighted Cherokees, who are just rising 
into moral and intellectual being, are 
brightening. 


HARRISBURGH SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


Auxiliary to the Dauphin County Union, Pa. 


This school numbers 41 teachers 
and 353 scholars. 


public profession of religion. Several 
other scholars, whose minds have been 


much impressed, and from their after | 


lives gave good reason to believe, a 
work of grace is commenced in their 
hearts, on account of some family or 
other circumstances, have not made a 
public profession of religion, but who, 
nevertheless, we trust have been made 
partakers of the grace of God. 

We have a very small library, con- 
sisting of about 127 volumes, and many 
of the books ill adapted to the capaci- 
ty of the children. We are extremely 
anxious to enlarge it, as it seems to 
promise much usefulness. 


The concert of prayer is not so well | 


attended as we could wish, nor is it 


During the last | 
year 7 teacher and 12 scholars made a | 

















conducted in a manner as well calcu- 
lated to interest as it might be. 





VISITS OF AN AGENT. 
The Rey. G. G. Sill has been em. 
ployed at different times by the Ame- 
can Sunday-School Union as an agent 
in the western part of the state of New 
York. His reports have been quite 
satisfactory, though we have not often 
noticed them in the Magazine; indeed, 
it would be quite impracticable to give 
more than a summary account of the 
labours of the numerous agents em- 
ployed in the work, but we make the 
following extract from the report of 
Mr. S. for the purpose of calling the 
attention of our readers to a particular 
subject. 


On the 12th February I went into 
the county of Genesee, and found a 
depository with afew books. I visited 
the principal officers of the county 
union, and conferred with them as to 
the measures to be adopted the present 
season in that county, in order to pro- 
mote the Sabbath-school interest. | 
have succeeded in getting a promise 
from two gentlemen that they will 


| raise ten dollars each, and another in- 


dividual I expect will raise ten more, 
for the purpose of paying an agent for 
a month’s missionary service in that 
county. In this excursion I have vi- 
sited Sunday-school officers in six 
towns, travelled one hundred miles, 
and spent five days in your service. 

I next visited the county of Wayne, 
and found the state of the depository 
similar to that of the Genesee, and af- 
ter calling upon and conversing with 
several gentlemen in Palmyra, I found 
one who would take upon himself to 
see that an agent, whom we might 
send this spring, should be paid for a 
month’s service in that county. I then 
went to Ontario county, and made a 
similar arrangement as to the pay of 
an agent whom we should send. I 
yesterday made out a commission for 
an agent to labour in Wayne, and ex- 
pect the present week to make one 
for Ontario. In this excursion I spent 
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six days, and travelled seventy-five 
miles. On the 1st of March I left Ro- 
chester for the purpose of visiting the 
unions of Catteraugus, Chautauque, 
Erie, Niagara and Orleans. I reached 
Elliottville, the capital of Catteraugus, 
on the seventh day. A union had been 
formed in this county, and my object 
in visiting it at this inclement season 
was for the purpose of attending the 
annual meeting, and doing what I 
could on that occasion to interest the 
people in this (to them) new business. 
A goodly number attended, and I be- 
lieve that my presence was of some im- 
portance. A small fund was raised 
for a depository. This county is new 
and thinly settled, and as to spiritual 
and temporal, so far as I have seen, 
the poorest part of our state. As 
nothing could be raised for the pay- 
ment of an agent to establish schools, 
I visited several of the towns, called 
upon individuals as I passed, and re- 
ceived assurances that exertions should 
be made to establish schools when the 
warm season commenced. I formed 
one town society, and attended meet- 
ings, and addressed people in six 
towns during my short stay in that re- 
gion. This county needs more mis- 
sionary service, but at the time I was 
there, the travelling was as bad as I 
ever saw, and but little could be ac- 
complished in a day. I went to Chau- 
tauque for the purpose of seeing the 
officers of the union of that county 
upon the subject of becoming united 
with the Genesee Union. I saw the 
president and treasurer, who are in 
favour of a union with us, and think 
that at their next annual meeting it 
will take place. This county has had 
the services of your agent, Mr. Adams, 
for several weeks, and of course, will 
not need any missionary service this 
spring. I visited Erie county, and 
found the officers favourably disposed 
towards a union with Genesee Union, 
which they intend shall take place at 
their next annual meeting. I visited 
Niagara county, where there is a union 
auxiliary to the Genesee Union, and a 
depository of books established. Mis- 
sionary service is needed this spring, 
and I found men who would agree to 
pay an agent if we would send one 
into that county. This I assured them 
the Genesee Union would do. Orleans 











county I next visited. A county union 
was formed here last summer, but no 
depository established. A few friends 
of the Sunday-school cause in this 


county will pay an agent if we will 
send one into that county to establish 
schools. I had assurances that some- 
thing should be done towards raising 
funds for a depository. 

In this excursion I have spent twen- 
ty-nine days, and travelled about four 
hundred miles. 

Our remark is, that what has been 
done in the district embraced by the 
Genesee Union, may be done in almost 
every other district in the United 
States. Let every one who reads this 
short account of a few days’ labour, 
bestowed by one individual, reflect 
upon the condition of his own district, 
or county, in relation to Sunday-schools; 
let him consider the immense value of 
these institutions, and the lasting bless- 
ings they will confer upon the chil- 
dren and youth who may be brought 
under their influence, and solemnly 
ask himself what he can do towards se- 
curing the same benefits. My friend, 
cannot you engage to raise ten dollars 
for this important object? can you not 
find another person who will join you 
and raise a like sum? Will not each 
of you find another to follow your ex- 
ample? and thus provide the means of 
employing an agent for one month in 
your county, an agent who will visit 
all the towns, call on all the friends of 
religion, education and good order, so- 
licit their aid and co-operation, form 
schools in every place, and set in mo- 
tion a system which, if followed up by 
you, may be a greater blessing to the 
land than the treasures of Potosi. 
There is no insurmountable obstacle 
in the way to prevent the establish- 
ment of a Sunday-school in every vil- 
lage in our country; it remains for you, 
reader, to set the example, relying on 
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Punctuality of Teachers. 
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divine help, and the work will be 
done. 


BERKLEY AND JEFFERSON. 


The first annual report of the Berk- 
ley and Jefferson Sunday-School Union 
of Virginia, has been received, and we 
note the following facts. 


This society was formed in Septem- 
ber, 1827, and has in connexion with it 
seven schools, viz. Shepherds Town, 
Martinsburg, Charles Town, Harper’s 
Ferry, Philo and New Hope. These 
schools have 45 male and 44 female 
teachers—355 male and 331 female 
scholars. Number of regular attend- 
ants about 500. Number of Testament 
readers about 300. 

We know of but one teacher who 
has made a public profession of reli- 
gion during the last year. The school 
at M. has a library of 70 or 80 vo- 
lumes; the one at H. F. has also a small 
library. This and the Philo are now 
engaged in forming libraries for their 
respective schools. By several of the 
schools the monthly concert of prayer 
is observed. Both the Sunday-School 
Magazine and Youth’s Friend are cir- 
culated in the schools of the Union. 
Three schools have been recently 
formed in the vicinity of Shepherds 
Town, two of which are not connected 
with the Union. A new impulse has 
been given to Sabbath-school exer- 
tions by the establishment of a deposi- 
tory. The depository, with a capital 
of upwards of 100 dollars, and increas- 
ing, is located at Shepherds Town, 
with branches at Martinsburg, Charles 
Town and Harper’s Ferry. The amount 
of sales already made is encouraging, 
and the friends of the union indulge 
the hope, that much may and will be 
done by means of these depositories, 
to inspire a taste for reading books of 
a religious character, and thus to pro- 
mote christian knowledge throughout 
this section of country. We are not 
aware of any direct or open opposition 
to the great objects contemplated by 
the union. The cause of Sabbath- 
schools is advancing. 

It is believed the cause of Sabbath- 
schools would be greatly promoted by 
the labours of an efficient agent, not 











only within the limits of our union, 
but also in the adjacent counties. 

Within the county of Berkley, the fa- 
cilities for establishing Sunday-schools 
is greatly increased by a liberal appro- 
priation of 50 dollars, by the board of 
school commissioners. 





PUNCTUALITY OF TEACHERS. 


Mr. Editor,—Sunday-school teach. 
ers should be punctual. I belong to a 
school where a few of the teachers, 
notwithstanding all the efforts whicl: 
have been made, are not disposed to 
be perfectly punctual. Can any reme- 
dy be devised’? I have some where 
read or heard of the following plan, 
and offer it for your consideration. 
Let the superintendent be careful that 
his watch is a good time keeper, and 
then let him note down the exact mi- 
nute in which every teacher comes in 
after the opening of the school, and let 
this account be publicly read at every 
meeting monthly, or quarterly, of the 
teachers. My opinion is, that such a 
course would soon ensure perfect 
punctuality; at all events is it not worth 
a trial? A TEacHER. 


In answer to the above suggestions 
of ‘‘A Teacher,” we have very few 
remarks to make. Teaching in Sun- 
day-schools is the free will offering and 
labour of love, and it would seem that 
the same great principle should lead 
to the punctual performance of all the 
duties connected with the design. 
Wherever there is habitual want of 
punctuality in the teacher, it is a de- 
cided evidence that he or she is dis- 
qualified for the task undertaken, and 
the sooner such a one leaves the busi- 
nes of instruction to others the better. 
The great remedy is, that teachers’ 
hearts should really be engaged in the 
work, and then the constraining love 
of Christ will make them as punctual as 
faithful in teaching. The evil complain- 
ed of by our correspondent lies deeper 
than can be reached by any of the 
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multitudes of methods at various times 
proposed: at the same time, we scc 
nothing objectionable in the plan sug- 
gested, and the experiment might at 
least be made when necessary. 





GRATIFYING NOTICE. 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


Dear Sir,—Having a few weeks ago 
received from Charleston a present for 
one of my children of twelve numbers 
of the ‘* Youth’s Friend,” and being 
much pleased with its interesting and 
amusing stories, as well as feeling im- 
pressed with the great importance of 
filling the youthful mind with ‘* wheat 
that the chaff may find but little room,” 
I have been induced to write you re- 
questing that you would forward me 
a prospectus of the work, as well as 
that of the ‘*Sunday-School Maga- 
zine,”’ with a subscription list for each, 
and I will endeavour to do the best I 
can to promote its circulation in this 
place. 

I cannot afford to incur much ex- 
pense in doing so, but will be happy 
to extend as far as it is in my power 
(without recompense, ) this effort to 
benefit the rising generation; and 
should you think that my becoming 
your agent for this or any other pur- 
pose, in advancing the cause of our 
Lord and master, in connexion with 
the objects of your association, I with 
pleasure offer you my services. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


THE BIBLE SOCIETY A FRIEND IN AF- 
FLICTION,. 


1 sought the miserable habitation in 
which a physician informed me there 
were two families, arrested in their 
journeyings by disease. One woman 
was too far spent to tell her hopes, or 
her fears, while the heart of another 
beat slowly to death. 

“1 was wishing, (said a sick protes- 
tant m another part of the house,) that 
some person would come to read and 
teach me. When I spoke of Jesus, 
the joy of his countenance well ac- 
corded with the declaration that, in 
that Redeemer he cherished a hope 








which would not be exchanged for 
many worlds. From his own trunk 
a catholic took a Bible bearing the im- 
press of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. ‘* This,” said he, ** was pre- 
sented to me by aman who was dis- 
tributing them in /reland.”’ I rejoined, 
you now sce the utility of Bable socie- 
ties. You may have neglected their 
gift in prosperity, but now it comes to 
speak to you in your own afflictions 
among strangers. Affected with the 
thought he wept, and said, “yes, I 
have neglected it all the way over the 
Ocean.” After listening attentively to 
the instructions of this blessed book, 


_we knelt in supplications to God, and 

















separated. 

When dissolution had succeeded 
suffering, the bereaved pursued their 
journey, but the Bible accompanied to 
remind them of their vows, and to 
tell of that world, where there is, nor 
sickness, nor death. I had often given 
the Bible when I feared it would be 
entirely neglected, but henceforth I 
will hope that though unread in pros- 
perity, it will be loved in adversity. 

Broce. 


CINCINNATI, OHTO, 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Fredene A. Waldo, 
Secretary of the Union Society of Sabbath- 
School Teachers of Cincinnati, to the Cor- 
responding Secretary, dated April 3d, 1828. 


Dear Sir—With this you have our 
fourth annual report. The Sunday- 
school system is progressing to some 
degree of perfection here, and is hold- 
ing an onward march, triumphing 
over prejudice, ignorance and opposi- 
tion, and taking a fast hold on the 
feelings of some who rank high in our 
community, while they see the power- 
ful and happy influence it exerts upon 
the habits and morals of the children 
and youth of our city. 

Although there are not wanting 
zealous christians among the teachers 
of this Union, enough to preserve a 
nucleus or rallying point, and who are 
determined to throw all their influence 
into the scale for promoting this: ob- 
ject, and who, we have reason to be- 
lieve, will endure unto the end; yet, 
this western country is emphatically 
new, and we have great need of the 
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fostering care of the nt society. 
We allow ourselves to lean upon you, 
and we feel our strength tenfold great- 
er from our connexion with the Na- 
tional Institution, even though we 
should derive little pecuniary advan- 
tage from that source. While the 
prayers of the American Union ascend 
as the sacrifice of a nation on the altar 
of our monthly concert, and while 
auxiliary societies enjoy the counsels 
and patronage of the parent institu- 
tion, we feel an encouragement, a vi- 
gour, a strength in the work, that 
could not exist without this joint co- 
operation of effort. 

An almost boundless harvest is of- 
fered to the Sabbath-school labourers 
in this western country, but the reap- 
ers clo not appear. 

The monthly concert of prayer is 
uniformly observed here the second 
Monday evening of the month. It is 
generally a season of interest, and is 
constantly becoming more so. There 
we meet to rekindle our zeal, to have 
our faith strengthened, our hopes re- 
animated, and our hearts cheered. 
There we kneel before one altar, in 
wnion with our christian brethren of 
all denominations. There we unfold 
our sorrows and trials to each other, 
and find a solace in the sympathies 
and exhortations of those engaged in 
the same labour of love. There too, 
we mingle our mutual and joyful con- 
gratulations when God smiles on our 
labours, and when the Saviour ap- 
pears by his spirit to bless the children 
of our charge, and to encircle them 
in the arms of his love. And it is 
there in a peculiar manner, we who 
are teachers, supplicate the influences 
of the Holy Spirit to fill our own 
hearts, that we may be taught of God, 
that the Saviour himself would be 
with us to guide our feeble endea- 
vours; that the good of souls may be 
our great object; that our own many 
and great sins may be forgiven; that 
our selfishness and pride may be sub- 
dued, and the glory of God made our 
highest aim! 

Report.—The report of the Cincin- 
nati Union was read at the annual 
meeting, Oct. 8, 1827, and announces 
the existence of ten schools, contain- 
ing 700 scholars; taught by 20 super- 
intendents, and 112 teachers: 93 teach- 
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ers and 44 scholars are professors of 
religion. The report remarks: 

“ That, in general, the pupils are 
anxious to attend their schools, ardent- 
ly attached to their teachers, take a 
pleasing interest in the instructions gi. 
ven, acquire their lessons understand- 
ingly, many manifest. a disposition to 
seriousness, twelve have, within the 
last year, publicly professed their faith 
in Jesus. That, in numerous instances, 
the parents, and in some cases, the ve- 
nerable grand-parents have not only 
given the institution all possible sup 
port out of the schools, but have en- 
tered personally, and by their instruc- 
tions and valuable admonitions, to the 
pupils, by their encouraging sugges 
tions and counsels to the teachers, and 
above all, by mingling with them in 
their supplications at the throne of 
mercy,—have, in thus doing, given 
the children convincing proof, of their 
full belief in the principles and doc- 
trines taught from the scriptures; and 
of the great importance of this institu- 
tion, while, to the teachers, the pre 
sence and approbation of the parents 
has proved a powerful incentive to ac 
tion; afforded them confidence in the 
cause, strengthened their hands to the 
work, and given encouragement to 
their hearts.” 


A COMPLAINT. 


Mr. Editor—As the number of Sun 
day-schools increases, and as the num 
ber of scholars attending these schools 
increases, there 1s one circumstance 
which is really beginning to cause a 
serious inconvenience in our cities. | 
mean the great numbers of children 
let out of school at the same time, and 
thus tempted as it were to play and 
make a noise in the streets to the an 
noyance of the people, and in viola 
tion of the lesson they learn, to keep 
holy the Sabbath day. I happen to 
live near a church where there is a 
very large and flourishing school, but 
I usually attend a church at some dis- 
tance from my residence. As I was 
returning the other Sabbath afternocn, 
I encountered a host of boys, some 
passing quietly along, but others run 
ning and playing and making quite a0 
uproar. [s not this an evil which a! 
least requires some atitcmpt at a reme 
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dy’ Icannot suggest any myself, not 
being familiar with the subject; but 
from your experience and activity, 
you can surely suggest some plan 
which may meet the case. The pub- 
lic look up to your Magazine as a ind 
of vehicle to convey information on all 
topics connected with Sunday-schools, 
and I assure you this is not among the 
least important—because it is as well 
connected with public favour as with 
the best interests of the children them- 
selves. I remain your friend and ser- 
vant, T. 

Philadelphia, March 30, 1828. 

We acknowledge that there is a dif- 
ficulty on the subject alluded to by 
our correspondent, but we confess that 
at this moment we are not prepared 
to suggest a remedy which would be 
universally applicable. We shall leave 
the inquiry open till the next month, 
and then, if we have no communica- 
tion on the subject, perhaps take it 


up ourselves. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
THE LAME BOY. 


I recently visited a well conducted 
Sunday-school, consisting of nearly 200 
children, seated in circular forms. The 
director gave out a hymn, which was 
sung by all the children. He then told 
them that he would introduce to them 
four new scholars, who were arranged 
before the desk, and their names were 
called. 

The superintendent read the rules 
of the school, which were very simple 
and appropriate, and he explained them 
to the scholars then to be received. 
He then prayed for each one of them, 
after which the following verse was 
sung by the children who were seated. 


We welcome you to this dear place, 
Where kind instruction’s given ; 

And hope that you may see the face, - 
Of Jesus Christ in heaven. 


Ido not remember all the rules on 
the little card but the last was, 


“* I must get as many children to go 
to the Sunday-school as 1 can.” 


This rule will not be forgotten from 





| superintendent stated of a little boy 


whose name was Samuel. He always 
mace it a practice to invite’every child 
he met, who did not belong to a Sun- 
day-school, to become a member. He 
one day found a little boy who was so 
lame that he could not walk, and asked 
him if he would not be glad to attend 
the Sunday-school. The boy replied, 
‘yes, but I am so lame I cannot walk, 
my father is dead, and my brother has 
gone to sea, and I have nobody to car- 
ry me.” ‘*O,°I will carry you,” said 
Samuel; ‘‘I will come for you every 
Sabbath, and bring you home again. 
I should love todo it. It would do my 
heart good. I’ll carry you on my back ; 
you are not very heavy; and I hada 
ereat deal rather do it than not.” And 
now every Sabbath morning Samuel 
can be seen carrying the lame boy on 
his back to the school. Now, children, 
if all of you had the same disposition as 
little Samuel, how many idle children 
do you think you would see in the 
streets on the Sabbath?—not one. I 
am afraid there are very few little 
Samuels. A Treacuer. 





PROGRESS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN MON- 
ROE COUNTY. 


It was not until the spring of 1825, 
that any effort was made to establish 
schopls inthis county generally. Schools 
were, however, kept up in this village, 
and in several of the towns in the sum- 
mer season only. It is not probable that 
more than 800 scholars in the whole 
county could have been enumerated at 
any time previous to the summer of 
1825, and about one half of those be- 
longed to this village. In 1825 the 
number of scholars was increased to 
about 1400; in 1826 our school reports 
represented th. number to have in- 
creased to 3030, and the present year 
we estimate the number of scholars at 
four thousand three hundred. 

This increase of 3500 scholars ‘is to 
be attributed, under God, aeag: oe. 
to the establishment of a county depo- 
sitory of books suitable for $ y- 
school libraries, and to the services 
of a Sunday-school agent, a few weeks 
| during the summer season in each of 
| the three last vears. The whole ex- 





an interesting circumstance, which the |) pense of these exertions in this county 
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has cost the friends of the cause less 
than two hundred and fifty dollars, 
including the amount vested in the 
depository. ‘The increase of scholars 
is not the only object accomplished in 
the mean time. ‘The improvement in 
the method of instruction, together 
with the privileges afforded by the 
libraries, have contributed to render 
the schools more interesting and im- 
portant in every point of view. The 
good effects produced by these mea- 
sures can never be aocurately ascer- 
tained in this world, though we count 
more than one hundred teachers and 
scholars as having obtained hopes of 
an interest in Christ the last year.— 
Rochester Observer. 





HINTS TO TEACHERS. 


It is at all times the duty of the Sab- 
bath-school teacher to examine into 
the manner in which he has discharged 
his duty in the eyes of his Maker, and 
the right he has to the name he bears. 

Allow me then to suggest, as briefly 
as possible, a few observations on the 
characteristics of the genuine Sunday- 
school teacher, by way of furnishing 
some help to the private examination 
of the closet. 

The first characteristic of the genu- 
ine Sunday-school teacher is his per- 
sonal piety. 

An unconverted Sunday-school 
teacher is a contradiction in terms. 


If ignorant of the way of salvation, | 


how can he lead the young into it? 


How can he invite them to a throne of | 


grace, when he knows not how to pros- 
trate his own spirit before God? How 
can he point ieee to the ‘‘ Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the 
world,” when the condition of his own 
heart is ‘poor, and miserable, and 
blind, and naked?” On the other 
hand, let a man enter the school, hav- 
ing cast his own soul on the merits of 


his Redeemer, and warmed with the | 


love of God, and then he possesses the 
first qualification for his office. 


A second characteristic is, the diffu- | 


sive nature of his piety. 

There are some men who appear to 
have no wish, no anxiety, but for the 
salvation of their own souls. Men who 
can see thousands perishing and say, 











by their conduct, ‘‘ Let them perish; 
—am I my brother’s keeper?” But 
the genuine Sunday-school teacher 
is a character widely different from 
these selfish mortals. He resembles 
the sun shining in his strength.—He 
is a burning and a shining light. Like 
the great Apostle to the Gentiles, he 
can say, ‘Christ is preached, and 
therein I do rejoice; yea, and will re- 
joice;” and like him, he can become 
all things to all men, if so be he may 
savesome. There are some men who 
can come to their class, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, and hear their children read 
and spell, and go away and forget till 
the next Sabbath, that they bear the 
name of teachers. But these are not 

enuine teachers. The truth must not 

e disguised;—it is a duty which we 
owe to their own souls, to tell them 
they are not “approved workmen 
who need not be ashamed.” The ge- 
nuine teacher would not allow a Sab- 
bath to pass without addressing his 
children in a manner suited to their 
capacities, on the value of their souls, 
on their hopes for eternity, and on 
those other great and momentous 
truths of the gospel, which it is in fact 
the very object of his office to enforce. 

The third qualification of a genuine 
teacher is, humble dependence on the 
Divine blessing. 

I need not enlarge here. I ask of 
each reader the simple question, ‘Can 
you sow the seeds of instruction in the 
minds of your children, and teach 
them the way of everlasting life, and 
yet go on from week to week, from 
month to month, and from year to 
year, without looking to, and asking 
for, that blessing, without which all 
your labours will be in vain?” Then 
you are not a genuine Sunday-school 
teacher; then you have never entered 
into the spirit of your work; then you 
have never used the most effectual 
means for making those dear immor- 
tals who hang upon you for instruc- 
tion, wise unto salvation.—Len. Tee. 
Mag. 





LUTHERAN SYNOD. 
Extract from the Minutes of the Lutheran Sy- 
nod of South Carolina. Nov. 1827. 


Your committee are sorry to say, 
that the Sunday-schools in some ot 





Seine 


cal FB, 
Oni ERS 





1928. 





Martha henry. 


A47 











our churches do not increase in pro- 
portion to their importance. The 
Sunday-school system 1s one which 
has claims upon our people that should 
be well attendedto. It is the nursery 
of piety; and those who know and va- 
jue the blessings of religion, should 
give their most cordial assistance in 
rearing the tender plants which re- 
quire, and demand their fostering 
care. Much depends upon the aged 
and leading members of our churches; 
their example will be a stimulus to 
the exertions of the young; their pre- 
cepts will come with the greater 
weight and solemnity upon the minds 
of the rising generation, With the 
hope then that this important subject 
may receive a proper attention, and 
that our church may prosper through- 
out our country, these remarks are re- 
spectfully submitted. 


DEPOSITORIES. 


A letter from Dearborn County, In- 
diana, informs us that schools are ris- 
ing up in that and the neighbouring 
counties, but they greatly need books, 
and well-informed agents to establish 
We have received an ur- 
gent application to establish a Deposi- 


the schools, 


tory there, and indeed in numerous 
other places, but most of these must 
be rejected unless individuals who re- 
side in or near the places where they 
are wanted will come forward to our 
ad. If they will contribute by dona- 
tions, or raise by loans a capital of 50, 
or 100, or more dollars, the depository 
may be established at once, and the 
cause promoted to a greater extent 
than by any other single effort, and at 
a very small expense of either time or 
money. The capital thus employed 
will not be diminished, but rather in- 
creased by the operations of business, 
and the circulation of the books 
through a community will itself excite 
a deeper interest in the cause, and 


the impulse will be felt in every 











neighbourhood and in every famtly 
around which the influence of the 
Sunday-school has shed its cheering 
beams. It is easier for a town or 
county union that wants a depository 
(and every one should be supplied) to 
raise, in the way we have mentioned, 
a capital, or get some one who will 
take the agency for the Union, and 
give his own responsibility to pay for 
the books, than for the Parent Society 
to do it. The former can manage a 
small depository, sufficient for its 
wants; while the latter would, for 
want of funds, find themselves totally 
unable to mect these numerous de- 
mands, We do hope our friends inthe 
country will consider this subject— 
Depositorics they ought unquestiona- 
bly to have, not only for the supply of 
their schools, but to supply the exten- 
#ve demand for juvenile reading 
which the schools themselves have 
created beyond the families with which 
they are immediately connected. 


MARTHA HENRY. 


Died, in Lexington, on the 19th 
July, Miss Manrua Henny, aged 
about 9 years, a member of the Sab- 
bath-school taught in the First Pres- 
byterian Church. She had been for 


| several months prevented from attend- 


ing the school by her declining health, 
during which period she was led tosee 
her lost and ruined state by nature, 
and was enabled by divine grace tola 

hold upon Jesus Christ as an all-suffi- 
cient Saviour. The writer of this no- 
tice visited her several times durin 

the latter period of her illness, an 

was astonished and delighted to wit- 
ness the composure and even anima- 
tion, with which she conversed on the 
subject of death and eternity. She 
appeared anxious to go “nome,” as 
she uniformly expressed it, but at the 
same time willing to suffer and wait 
the Lord’s time. The last time I saw 
her, was about two hours before her 
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death. After conversing with her a | bour under for the want of reward 


few minutes, she asked me to pray 


with her. Onasking her, if she wished | 


me to pray that she might get well, 
she replied with a smile, “ Vo,” she 
did not wish to 
to go ** home” to her Saviour. Shortly 
after, while some persons in the room 
were engaged, at her request, in sing- 
ing a hymn, she sweetly fell asleep, 


we hope, in the arms of her Saviour, | 


without a struggle ora groan. ‘Out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings, 
the Lord ordaineth praise.” 


MISSIONS. 


We have noticed an account of a | 
late benevolent effort in one of our | 
sister cities, which we think commends | 


itself to the notice and the praise of 
every well-wisher to the cause of truth 
and benevolence. This is the exist- 
ence of a Juvenile Missionary Associa- 
tion, in a Sabbath-school in the city 
of New York, which, at their late anni- 
versary, reported the amount of their 
contributions since May last, at $100 
46 cents. They have rendered essen- 
tial aid in the support of two missiona- 
ries in the interior of the state. 
number of contributors is about 400; 
and the amount of individual donations 
from 1 cent to $4 25. 


Can superintendents or teachers of | 


Sabbath-schools, in other sections of 


get well; she wanted | 


The | 


i 








our Union, do nothing to aid in the | 


establishment of societies such as this, 
to promote missions in connexion with 
the churches to which they severally 
belong’ Shall they not be provoked 
to *‘love and to good works,”’ by this 
pleasing example of juvenile zeal’ 





CHAUTAUQUE COUNTY, NEW YORK. 


Extract of a letter to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary. 

The Sabbath-school in this place is 

(considering the disadvantages we la- 


books) at present very flourishing. 
We obtained a supply of books of the 
A. S. S. U. for the last summér, but 
at the close of the school in Novem- 
ber last, they were mostly given out. 
The school was revived in December 
by the assistance of the Rev. J. B. 
Adams, and money raised by the so- 
ciety to purchase more books. But 
the distance is so great, and the op- 
portunities of sending at this season of 
the year so few, we have as yet ob- 
tained none. We see and feel more 
and more the need of a County Depo- 
sitory, where we may procure books 
at any season, and with but little trou- 
ble; and this I trust will soon be ob- 
tained. 

We derive very great assistance in 
our labours from the S. S. Magazine. 
By the perusal of that we have been 
led to adopt quite a new method in 
conducting our school—and I think I 
may add, that in so doing, with the 
blessing of God, it has flourished the 
winter past with but very few books, 
much more than formerly with a large 
supply. All who are in any way con- 
nected with Sunday-schools, ought to 


_ be in possession of the Magazine; and 


I think that all who are thus situated 
and feel interested in the prosperity of 
these schools, if they once become ac- 

uainted with its worth, would consi- 
ie it of great importance. 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


SOUTHERN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


The Southern S. 8S. Union held its 
annual meeting on the evening of the 
9th ult., at the Baptist Church in 
Southwark. The annual report of the 
managers was read by the Rey. Mr. 
Dupuy of the Episcopal Church. This 
document will be found in another part 


| of the Magazine. 


Resolutions for printing the report, 


and for the furtherance of the objects 


of the Sunday-school cause, were 
made and seconded by the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton of the Baptist Church, 
Rev. Mr. Boyd of the Episcopal, Rev. 


_ Mr. Chambers of the Congregational, 
| and Rev. Mr. Hoover of the Presbyte- 


rian Church. 
| were made by eac 


Impressive addresses 
of these gentle- 
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men in behalf of the multitudes of un- 
instructed children of Southwark, and 
the duties of Christians as it regards 
the cause of Sunday-schools were for- 
cibly depicted. 

The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year:— 

President, George M‘Leod. Vice 
Presidents, Rev. Charles Dupuy, Dr. 
M. Anderson, Erastus Flint, John H. 
Fenner, William Darman. Secretary, 
Stephen B. Kingston. Treasurer, M. 
M. Levis. Managers, Richard Jordan, 
Alexander J. Dallas, James Haizlet, 
William Way, William Linn, Charles 
W. Wright, Joseph Francis, Owen 
Flanagan, Job Dawson, Edward M. 
Moore, Thomas Kerr, William B. Tap- 
pan, Charles Hortz, Ebenezer Crop- 

er, John Whimer, Samuel Bayne, 
Joseph Whetham, John G. Brower, 
Thomas Latimer, John Dougherty, 
William K. Brooks. : A 





For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


INTERESTING SUNDAY-SCHOOL ANEC- 
DOTES. 


At the Anniversary of the Southern 
Sunday School. Union, held the 9th 
ult., in Southwark, the Rev. Mr. Hoo- 
ver related the following: 

He had, he said, been called in the 
providence of God, some months ago, 
to preach to the inmates of a prison. 
On approaching a cell with the keep- 
er, he heard the voice of supplication 
to God, and when the door was open- 
ed, discovered the occupant, an old 
man in chains, sitting on a log, with 
the Bible before him, the opened 
leaves of which were wet with his 
tears. Into two other adjoining cells 
was Mr. H. conducted, each of which 
was tenanted by men whose demea- 
nour and conversation indicated that 
they had passed from death unto life. 
To Mr. H.’s questions of surprise and 
pleasure, the keeper related, that 
shortly after the imprisonment of the 
first mentioned convict, the unhappy 
man received a letter from his little 
son, in words to the following effect: 

“ Dear Father—Soon after you left 
us, a kind Sunday-school teacher 
came to our house, and took us with 
him to the Sunday-school. Several 
of my companions go there too, and 
we pray for you very much. We 
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have laid up some money for you, and 
are saving all that we can to try to get 


you out. Do, dear father, be good 
and trust in God.” 


The artless expression of love mani- 
fested in this letter touched the fa- 
ther’s heart, and he who had hitherto 
resisted the Bible and conscience, was 
now bowed to the dust in the anguish 
of a smitten soul. ' 

He began to pray and to read that 
neglected word of life, and ceased 
not till He who had wounded, showed 
him that it was his merciful preroga- 
tive to heal. The prisoners in the ad- 


joining cell, meanwhile, hearing the 


language of prayer, at first wondered, 
but shortly betook themselves to the 
same throne of mercy. The alarm 
communicated itself to the next cell, 
and the inmates were constrained to 
cry out, ** What must we do?” The 
fruits of this awakening are testified, 
in the judgment of charity, in the con- 
version of three of these convicts to 


|God. Another interesting anecdote 


Mr. H. related as follows:—* If, Mr. 
Chairman, you had accompanied me 
in a walk through this. district, two 
years ago, I could have led you to a 
house, or rather hovel, not far from 
this spot, which was unfit to be the 
habitation of man or beast. There 
you would have seen a widow, with her 
seven children, in the rags of poverty, 
and with the imprint of misery on 
their countenances. The room and 
its occupiers forming a scene of 
wretchedness seldom surpassed. If, 
sir, you will go with me to-morrow, I 
will show you the same house, but no 
longer amiserable tenement. Within, 
you shall behold the same widow, and 
the same seven children—but clothed 
in comfortable raiment, and with peace 
smiling on their faces. Sir, the Sun- 
day-school teacher has been there, 
and he has led them to the place of 
holy instruction—God has visited 
them in the plenitude of his grace, 
and five of those seven children give 
joyful evidence that they have passed 


from death unto life.” B 





SABBATH-SCHOOLS IN ALABAMA, 


The first Annual Report of the Sel- 
ma Sunday-School Union, has been 


_ recently published in the Selma Cou- 
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150 The R. 1. Sunday-School Union. May, 
rier. The Union consists of six |} scribers to the Sunday-School Ma- 


schools with 5 superintendents, 36 
teachers, and 265 scholars. The 
schools are situated in Pine Flat, 
Mount Pleasant, Craig’s Ferry, Valley 
Creek Church, Selma, and Mulberry, 
east of Selma. All these schools have 
been organized within about fourteen 
months. The Board makes an earnest 
appeal to the public, and particularly 
to the citizens of Dallas County, in be- 
half of this institution. The following 
are the closing remarks of the Report: 

Finally, we have done but little— 
much yet remains to be done. There 
are in our country between 3 and 
4000 children, who should be brought 
under the influence of this hallowed 
institution The parents of one half 
of this number have not, according to 
the report of our Tux Collector, even 
a Bible in their houses. What heart 
then that is not frozen to insensibility, 
will not feel for the destitution of 
these precious little immortals’—Let 
the officers and members of this so- 
ciety arise and act, the work is great, 
but the reward is rich! Let us not be 
wearied in our efforts, nor dismayed 
by opposition. The progress of truth 
and righteousness has always been op- 
posed—but it will prevail. The voice 
which bid Israel go forward through 
the wilderness, bids us advance. Let 
us remember we act under the in- 
specting eye of the Almighty; that 
He will be our final Judge; and that 
then “*He will not be unmindful of 
the work and labour of His servants,” 
But will say ‘inasmuch as ye have 
done it to the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” 
** Well done thou good and faithful 
servant, enter thou unto the joy of thy 
Lord.” 





PHILADELPHIA COUNTY. 
From the Report of an Agent. 


On Sabbath days, I have visited 
Sunday-schools and addressed the 
children and teachers, and have en- 
deavoured to promote the cause of 
Sabbath-schools wherever an apportu- 
nity has been afforded. In this time, 
1 have visited and addressed fifty-five 
Sunday and weekly schools, obtained 
subscriptions to the amount of 64 dol- 
lars, and have also procured 15 sub- 








gazine. I have formed three new 
schools, which consist of 160 scholars, 
and several others would before this 
time have been organized, if rooms 
suitable for the purpose could haye 
been obtained. 


The greatest difficulty now to be 
met with in establishing Sunday- 
schools in this city and county, and in 
many large towns, is the want of swi/a- 
ble rooms. In many cases the use of 
the public school-rooms has been refus- 
ed, and the rooms of private teachers, 
though in many instances generously 
granted, cannot, in all cases be had, 
even for a liberal rent. It is within 
our own knowledge, that a rent of 150 
to 200 dollars a year has been offered 
for a room in this city for a Sunday. 
school, and yet it is not accommodat- 
ed. Will not the churches in all our 
large towns provide more extensive 
accommodations for Sunday-schools? 





MASSACHUSETTS SABBATH-SCHOOBLB 
UNION. 


The managers of the Massachusetts 
Sabbath-school Union have employed 
a general Agent, that, if possible, by 
his exertions they may be able to «s- 
tablish a school in every parish in the 
state, and at the same time, systema- 
tize and increase the efliciency of those 
already in operation. ‘To effect these 
objects, they have been unable to de- 
vise any better plan than to organize 
all parts of the state into Unions, em- 
bracing from ten to twenty towns 
each. Three such Unions have been 
recently formed. One in the vicinity 
of Salem, comprehending the 5S. con- 
gregational district of Essex county. 
Another in Newburyport, embracing 
a number of towns in that nighbour- 
hood. The third in Andover, which 
includes the N. W. part of Essex, and 
the N. E. part of Middlesex counties. 





THE R. I. SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNIO’, 


Held its 8th anniversary at Prov! 
dence on the 2d instant. There ae 
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Sabbath- School Libraries. 
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in Providence, seven schools attached 
to the Union, besides others not at- 
tached. The seven have 904 scholars, 
and 111 teachers. ‘The whole num- 
ber of children in the town at all the 
Sunday-schools, is supposed to amount 
to 1200 or 1300; a larger number than 
attend the free schools. The other 
Sunday-schools in Rhode-Island con- 
nected with the Union, have 1102 
scholars, and 108 teachers, making, 
with those in Providence, 2056 scho- 
lars. ‘The whole number of children 
in the state, receiving the benefits of 
Sunday-school instruction, are suppos- 
ed to be more than 2500. The super 
intendents industriously seek out des- 
titute children, and prevail on their 
parents to permit their attendance on 
the schools. In one instance, three 
were found in a‘family who had never 
in their lives been to a school, or a 
meeting for public worship. 





IMPORTANT TRACT RESOLUTION. 


The Board of Managers of the Phi- 
jadelphia Branch Tract Society, en- 
couraged by their past and almost un- 
expected successes, and inspired by 
the spirit of the times, on the 16th of 
last month adopted unanimously the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That, with reliance on di- 
vine aid, we will form in every inha- 
bited township, and in every congre- 
gation that give permission, in the 
states of Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
an Auxiliary Tract Society, previous to 
the first of January 1830. 





COLUMBIA, PA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. G. G. Cook- 
man to the Corresponding Secretary. 


Your donation of books came to 
hand very seasonably; the school in 
question has flourished through the 
unnter, and thank God we have to re- 
cord the conversion of a poor coloured 
woman, who found peace with God, 
at one of the monthly concerts for 
prayer in this place. Iam happy to 
inform you, that two or three of our 
children in the Lancaster Sunday- 
school, have experienced a saving 
change through the merits of Jesus. 








HOW TO PROMOTER THE CAUSE OF SAB- 
BATH-SCHOOLS IN THE COUNTRY. 


About three months since, a gentle- 
man of this city, wrote to a lady who 
lives in one of the wide spreading mo- 
ral wastes of our state, where there 
are very few christians, and these like 
sheep without a shepherd, and exhort- 
ed her to use her influence to collect 
a Sabbath-school; and do something 
to save the children of that region, from 
the prevailing ignorance and vices with 
which they were surrounded. Before 
writing this letter, he had received one 
from her, in which she stated, that no- 
thing could be done amidst so many 
discouragements for Sabbath-schools; 
the people were so thoughtless and ig- 
norant, that she did not think it possi- 
ble for her to excite in them an interest 
on this subject.—On receiving the ad- 
monitions of a christian friend, she 
however, resolved to make the effort ; 
and the following extract of a letter 
lately received from her, is cheering 
evidence that the effort was not in 
vain. May her success stimulate others 
in a similar situation, ** fo go and do 
likewise.’’ 

‘* With respect to a Sabbath-school, 
I have succeeded beyond my most san- 
guine hopes. We met on the 10th of 
February for the first time; and I 
opened school on that day with twenty- 
eight scholars ; the number has since 
increased to fifty, some of whom walk 
four, others five, and others seven 
miles. Since the commencement of 
the school, the pupils have committed 
to memory 1758 texts of scripture. 
Surely this will not be entirely in vain 
—so many precious truths stored in 
the memory, may we not hope, will 
have some salutary influence upon 
the heart. We have laboured under 
some disadvantages for want of proper 
books, and assistant teachers—yet we 
feel encouraged to persevere, notwith- 
standing some apparently almost insti- 
perable difficulties, present themselves 
to impede our progress ; but we know 
in whom we trust.”’—-Richmond Visiter. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


Libraries are found so very useful, 
that a Sabbath-school can scarcely be 
kept in successful operation wi-hout 
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one. In procuring a suitable number 
of books for a library, one of two me- 
thods is usually adopted. First, indi- 
viduals go round from house to house, 
and procure donations of such books 
as each family are disposed to give. 
Second, a subscription in money is 
made, and the books purchased at the 
Sabbath-school Depository. The first 
plan is a very poor one, and the last a 
very good one. I have seen a library 
of a hundred volumes collected in the 
first method, and not six of those vo- 
lumes suitable for the reading of Sab- 
bath-scholars. The consequence was, 
the books rested on the shelf month 
after month, for the scholars were wise 
enough to refrain from reading what 
they could not understand. 

Many object to the second plan, be- 
cause the expense is too great. They 
mistake the price of a library. Small 
books are the best, and through the 
exertions of the American Sunday- 
School Union, we can now be supplied 
with a large variety of small books of 
a religious character. Ten dollars will 
purchase a library of a hundred and 
Jifty volumes, and among them there 
will be no two alike. The prices will 
vary from one cent to fifty cents per 
volume. Thus, the youngest and oldest 
scholars can draw Coabe suitable for 
their own reading. 

In country neighbourhoods from five 
to ten dollars is sufficient to procure a 
library for the commencement. After 
six months ora year, three or four dol- 
lars worth more may be added of new 
books. 

It is a very good plan to allow the 
scholars themselves to contribute to- 
wards the purchase of a library; I have 
known scholars who have given one, 
two, or three cents each. In such 
cases they seem to value the library 
more highly. By a little attention to 
the subject, nearly every neighbour- 
hood in our country might procure a 
good lib at their own expense. 

The books should all be of a reli- 
gious or moral character. In country 
places it is necessary that the books 
should be exchanged on the Sabbath, 
and by many children will be read on 


the same day. Therefore, they should | 


all be of a character suited to the ex- 
ercises of that day. 
The advantages of a library are 


Columbia Sabbath-School, Pa. 
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many: 1. It excites among the scholars 
a deeper interest in the school. 2. The 
perusal of the books enlarges their 
minds. 3. By means of these books, 
a taste for reading is carried into every 
family where thereare scholars. The 
books of our libraries are so interest. 
ing, that they are read by parents as 
well as children, and there are nume. 
rous families who can tell the happi- 
ness they have felt while gathered 
around the fireside on a winter’s even- 
ing, listening to some one of their 
cheerful number, reading the instruc. 
tive volume brought from the Sabbath- 
school library. 


A GOOD EXAMPLE. 


An orphan girl of Edgar County, 
Illinois, (says a correspondent) is at 
this time an example of persevering 
industry. She is thirteen years of age. 
At the beginning of last year she 
knew not how to read. In a few 
weeks, however, she learned; and 
during the summer repeated at the 
Sabbath-school a considerable part of 
one of the Gospels. The energy and 
activity with which she despatches 
her daily labour is such, that my me- 
mory does not furnish any equal. 
This energy and this activity she car- 
ries into her study of the Bible. 
While spinning, she fixes the open 
Bible upon the side of the log cabin 
in front of her, and thus learns to re- 
peat one verse after another without 
stopping her wheel. 





COLUMBIA SABBATH-SCHOOL,*® Pa. 


This school numbers 10 male and 
11 female teachers, and 77 male and 
78 female scholars. We have a library 
of 238 volumes, principally the publi- 
cations of the American Sunday-School 





* There are two other schools in C. 
not auxiliary, one of them has 170 
scholars—the other is a smal! schoo! o' 


H coloured adults. —Ep. 
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Union. The Sabbath-school concert 
for prayer is observed by our teachers 
and scholars. ; 

We have a Bible class, which meets 
in our church on Sabbath morning; 
between fifteen and twenty girls and 
boys usually attend; some of them are 
teachers, and some are scholars. 
There is a good deal of seriousness 
manifested by many of those who at- 
tend this class-—and I hope some of 
them will before long unite themselves 
with the people of God. One little 
girl, is never absent from school, Bible 
class, church, or prayer meeting. 

On the 17th of February last, it 
was observed, that § G was 
not in her class. I inquired of her 
teacher, if she knew the cause of her 
absence, and was then informed, for 
the first time, that she was sick. 
When the school was dismissed, visited 
and prayed with her: but alas! it was 
too late, her head was affected, she 
was delirious and speechless; and 
died two days afterwards, in the 12th 
year of her age. I have reason to be- 
lieve that the only-religious instruction 
she ever received was in Sabbath- 
school, and that too in a general way. 
Owing to some cause, which cannot 
now be explained, she was never much 
noticed, except for her regular and 
constant attendance at school: she was 
observed to be very attentive when 
the children were addressed. Her 
mother informed, that she never went 
to bed or arose in the morning, with- 
out kneeling to pray. When her 
mother was sick, this little girl would 
sit by her bedside for hours, reading 
the Bible, or some book she had ob- 
tained from the library. 

I trust she wasa child of God; al- 
though we have not that evidence we 
could wish. 

What important duty devolves on 
Sabbath-school teachers and super- 
intendents! To instruct—to awaken 
—and to lead the youthful mind to 
the Saviour—and to engage the atten- 
tion of children—how difficult—and 
yet how important! 








MILTON, PA. 
Extract of a letter to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary. 
I am happy-to inform you that your 
Society is gaining fast upon the good- 
VoL. V.—2 











—— 


| will ef the pious part of the commu- 


nity. Opposition it does meet with 
from deists, and from some who hold 
the truth in righteousness; this entire- 
ly for want of information. If we 
could only succeed in gaining a patient 
hearing, we are sure of success: but 
the public ear is too much occupied 
with the din of political wrangle to at- 
tend to the still, small voice of the gos- 
pel. I hope, when the presidential 
question is settled, men will have lei- 
sure to attend a little to Jesus of Na- 
zareth. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
MONTREAL. 


We have been politely favoured with a ma- 
nuseript copy of the Second Annual Report 
of the “ American Presbyterian Sabbath-School 
Society of Montreal,” dated January 21, 1828, 
from which we shall make a few extracts. 


According to the intention express- 
ed in the last report, the first discus- 
sion meeting was held on the 22d Ja- 
nuary last, inthe New Church; a large 
and attentive audience collected, and 
the meeting was conducted with spirit. 

We have reason to believe that 
some of our members will, when time 


‘shall be no more, look back upon 


that occasion with ecstatic joy, as the 
time when those serious impressions 
were made which ultimately led them 
by the influence of the Spirit to the 
*‘Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sins of the world.’’ Finding this 
meeting so profitable, your Society 
in February, resolved to hold then 
monthly. 

Your committee have now to notice 
a season of special, great, and gloriou 
success. 

Your Society observed the secend 
Monday in February as a day of fast- 


ing, humiliation, and prayer. In the’ 


evening you assembled, and in concert 
with thousands of our fellow labourers 
sent up your cry unto heaven: it was 
a precious season; and here your com- 
mittee will briefly notice the peculiar 
and rich blessings bestowed by a 
‘¢ prayer-hearing God” upon your in- 
stitutions. At the commencement of 
this ‘‘ refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord,” there were in one school 
22 teachers who were living without 
God and without hope; 14 of these, 


| we trust, have expericned that ** ereat 
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change,” without which no man can 
ever enter the kingdom of Heaven. 
Two of the teachers received their 
first impressions at our teachers’ meet- 
ings, one at our first meetings for dis- 
cussion. Two others state the call of 
a fellow teacher as the means employ- 
ed by God to arouse them toa sense 
of their danger; others were deeply 
impressed by the addresses to the 
school from the superintendent’s desk, 
and all with one accord bless God for 
their connexion with the Sabbath- 
schools, their situation therein having 
been highly blessed tothem. In lead- 
ing your Society in review through 
this interesting period of your history, 
your committee call upon you to ren- 
der unto the Lord our God, who hath 
done such great things for you, thanks- 
giving and praise. 

In the latter part of March, your So- 
ciety, taking into consideration the 
importance of Biblical knowledge, in 
order to the growth in grace, and 
more extensive usefulness of those 
whom the Lord had in sovereign 
mercy brought out of darkness into 
light, together with the general good 
which it is calculated to produce, in- 
stituted a Bible Class. 


This highly important institution 
was placed under the care of three 
members of the Soeiety, whose age, 
experience, and knowledge, pointed 
them out as proper conductors; and 
now 100 attend. It is composed of 
many members of the church and 
congregation, as well as_ teachers. 
The lesson* appointed for the school 
one Sabbath, has been brought before 
the Bible Class on the preceding. 


The members of the society have 
not confined their labours to the Sab- 
bath-school. They circulated tracts 
in the city and suburbs, and on board 
of the vessels in port. 

They gave a little bundle, addressed 
to the sailors, to each of 33 vessels. 
Twenty-four of these were bound to 
different ports in England, siz to Scot- 


land, two to the West Indies, and one 
to Halifax. In general, the men re- 





* [Select Lessons are ysed. ] 
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ceived them with expressions of grati- 
tude; some of them remarked that 
our brethren in the ports of Liverpool 
and Bristol were in the habit of distri- 
buting tracts among them. One of 
the vessels from Greenock haying 
brought out a number of settlers, a 
proportionate number was circulated 
among them, and have thus found their 
way into the desert. 

Durham boats and rafts were also 
visited upon the same errand, and 
many tracts thrown into those haunts 
of vice. Your female members distri- 
buted a considerable number; one of 
them observes that she has sent abroad 
most of her tracts among emigrants 
from Great Britain, who were on their 
way to different parts of our land. 

Your Society being satisfied of the 
decided advantage of the new system 
of instruction, viz. stated limited les- 
sons, over the old plan of promiscuous 
recitations—ordered a supply of Jud- 
son’s Questions. Its good effects were 
very soon manifest in both teachers 
and scholars. Some of the classes are 
far advanced, considering their age, 
in Biblical knowledge. 

Your Society, sensible of the im- 
portance of interesting parents as well 
as children in these instructions, and 
desirous of exciting a more general at- 
tention to the Holy Scriptures within 
the sphere of your influence, lately 
resolved to supply the families to 
which the scholars composing the Bi- 
ble and Testament classes belong, 
with a copy of ‘*Judson’s Questions.” 
It has only been partially accomplished, 
owing to the detention of a number on 
their way from Albany. The utility 
of this plan will appear obvious upon 
a moment’s reflection. The children 
being expected to answer the ques- 
tions on the coming Sabbath, naturally 
apply to their parents for various ex- 
planations, who are by this means led 
to study the sacred Oracles, not only 
for their children but for themselves. 
In some places where this has been 
tried, parents have been so much in- 
terested as to assemble together on 
some week evening for the purpose 
of studying their, lesson, and then 
would come to the school at the time 
of closing, to hear the exposition and 


application from the superintendent’s 


desk, 
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The next occurrence in order is the 
Second Anniversary. 
This was celebrated on Sabbath morn- 
ing, 8th July, in the church. There 
were 160 children and nearly all the 
teachers present. Rev. Mr. Christ- 
mas preached the sermon, and three 
hymns were sung that had been se- 
fected and printed for the occasion. 
‘The services were very interesting; a 
collection was taken up in aid of your 
funds, which amounted to £7 2s. 6d. 
in August your Society added to the 
number of its standing committee, by 
forming the 
“© Executive Committee.” 
It consists of five members; its duties 
are implied in its designation; it is re- 
quired to report its proceedings at 
the stated meetings. In this con- 
nexion your committee would notice 
another body, although of much longer 
standing; its importance appears to 
demand a remark: it is the 
Visiting Committee. 

The reports of this committee, in the 
early part of the year, were fraught 
with heart-rending accounts of the 
lamentable ignorance and destitution 
of principle, among a large proportion 
of the lower orders. In their peram- 
bulations, they have seen so much 
need for teachers to visit at their 
homes, the children of their respec- 
tive classes, as to render it evident 
that he who neglects it leaves nearly 
half his work undone. As it is the 
desire of your committee to render an 
honest report, they feel themselves 
bound to state that, for several months 
the visiting committee have been ex- 
tremely inefficient; they hope such a 
complaint will not in future have to 
be made. 

The Society have found very great 
advantages from the introduction of 
the selected lessons and Judson’s 
Questions; and the latter book has 
been put into the hands of many of 
the parents, who study the lessons 
and go to the school at its close, to 
hear the examination of the scholars. 

During the year two public meet- 
ings of the Society and children. have 
been held, which have been attended 


wih good effects. 
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Two boys, belonging to school No. 
1, died last year; and one of them, it 
Four of the 
scholars give good evidence of having 
experienced a change of heart. The 
experience of one of them is related, 
but our limits forbid its insertion here. 


is hoped, was pious. 


In No. 3, while the superintendent 
was addressing the school, in answer 
to one of his questions, one of the 
girls, with tears of joy sparkling in 
her eyes, replied, that “she had 
found Christ in the Sunday-school, 
she hoped that she had been lately 
following him.” I asked her if she 
had acted the part of Andrew, in en- 
couraging her friends to come to 
Christ; she was silent, but I have ascer- 
tained that she does. When she can 
find an opportunity, she puts the Bi- 
ble into the hands of her father, point- 
ing out passages for him to read. She 
one day gave the Bible to her father; 
he read till she perceived the tears 
fall from his eyes upon the open book, 
and then her heart was rejoiced to 
see him retire, and, on his knees, pray 
to Him ‘‘ who seeth in secret.” ‘This 
girl is a pleasing instance of the power 
of divine grace upon the young lieart; 
may such be greatly multiplied. 

Four teachers and three scholars 
have become hopefully pious in this 
school. 

The treasurer received, during the 
year, $35 84 cents, in four quarterly 
payments, from Mr. Alger, the pro- 
ceeds of a branch of his business, set 
apart for this object. 

The report does not state the num- 
ber of teachers and scholars, but we 


estimate the number of the former at 


| 39, and the latter at 225. 


~———— 


ALBANY COUNTY, NW. Y. 


We have just received the Ninth Annual 
Report of the Albany County Sabbath-schoal 
Union Society, from which we make the fol 
lowing extracts. 


Anniversary. 


The service was commenced with 
prayer, by the Rev. Luke Lyons, of 
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Esperance. A sermon was preached 
to the children by the Rey. H. R. 
Weed, from Prov. 4—1. After the 
singing of appropriate hymns, selected 
for the occasion, the Rev. Mr. Smith of 
Rensselaerville concluded with prayer, 
and dismissed the congregation. It is 
estimated that there were 1200 chil- 
dren present. Numbers of the friends 
of Sabbath-schools likewise attended, 
and the meeting was highly interest- 
ing and impressive. 

The Albany County Sabbath-school 
Society met in the same place in the 
evening. The Rey. I. Ferris opened 
the meeting with prayer. The An- 
nual Report was then read by the Re- 
cording Secretary. The Rev. Dr. 
Ludlow moved to accept the report, 
and direct its being printed by the 
board, and supported the motion with 
an appropriate address. The Rev. 
Luke Lyons seconded the motion, and 
added some forcible remarks. The 
public service was concluded with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Fort of Wes- 
terloo. ‘The society then proceeded to 
ordinary business, and elected the fol- 
lowing board of managers for the en- 
suing year: 
Rev. Isaac Ferris, Pres’. 
Strernen J. River, V. Pres’t. 

Lewis G, Horrman, Sec’ry. 
Lambert Norton, 7reus. 


» 


In meeting this society on another 
anniversary, the board congratulate 
their christian brethren on the kind- 
ness of the Providence which has sus- 
tained us another year, and permitted 
our associating under cheering circum- 
stances. We have already received 
many incitements to the faithful dis- 
charge of duty, and we trust the deve- 
lopments of the following report, 
which we now gratefully submit, will 
not be lost. 

As in former years, the board have 
endeavoured to exercise a general su- 
pervision over the schools in the city, 
and provide as far as circumstances 
would permit, for carrying on the 
Sabbath-school system, with spirit. It 
cannot however be expected, that 
while left without the necessary pecu- 
niary resources, we could effect very 
much. 

By regular monthly n.cetings, we 
have sought to concentrate council 
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and influence. The system of Sab- 
bath visitation, we feel has been very 
unequally carried into effect, owing to 
causes which the society should if pos- 
sible remove. 

The visits of the board, so far as 
paid, are reported by the schools, as 
productive of good effect. The most 
important measure of the board during 
the year, has been the appointment of 
a committee to endeavour to form a 
large union after the plan of the West- 
ern Sabbath-school Union. The sub- 
ject is now in progress, and we hope 
will result favourably. No publica- 
tions have been issued by the board 
during the year. 


State of the Schools. 


While we cannot but regret that our 
schools in the city have not so emi- 
nently flourished as we could desire, 
vet it will be seen, we have much to 
encourage. The monthly reports of 
the visiting committees, and the semi- 
annual reports of the superintendents, 
have in several cases furnished cheer- 
ing intelligence. During a few months 
past, throughout all the schools in the 
city, a fresh interest seems to be felt, 
which augurs favourably for the fu- 
ture. The state of the schools out of 
the city is in general prosperous. 
From the reports of our auxiliaries, it 
appears that the interests of Sabbath- 
schools are acquiring greater strength 
in our county, and success attends the 
labours of those engaged. 

After a careful examination of the 
reports which have been submitted, 
we are enabled to give the following 
summary. There are above 50 schools 
connected with this Union; and these 
are conducted by abuve 150 male, and 
220 female teachers, of whom 40 have 
become professors of religion during 
the year, (and one purposes entering 
the ministry of reconciliation) making 
a total of 195 professedly pious teach- 
ers engaged in our schools, There 
are above 2,900 scholars in_ these 
schools, and eleven of these connected 
with schools in the city, have during 
the past year become members of the 
church. In several schools weekly 
prayer meetings are held, also associa- 
tions formed for studying the subjects 
of instruction. All the schools are 
united ina monthly concert for prayer. 
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For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL INFORMATION. 





Our labours are frequently cheered | 
by indications of the usefulness of , 


spreading abroad information, relative 
to the progress of the Sunday-school 
cause, and we are daily confirmed in 
the opinion, that information on this 
subject, is all that is needed in the first 
place, to extend and establish the sys- 
tem. A single, brief anecdote, per- 
tinent, and illustrative of Sabbath- 
school fruits, has, undera directing Pro- 
vidence, been the means of awaken- 
ing new zeal in the work, which has 
been exemplified in untiring efforts, 
and been blessed with rich success. 
We earnestly recommend to Sabbath- 
school teachers, and all other friends 
of Sabbath-school labours, the diffu- 
sion of proper information on the sub- 
ject. Asa pleasing case in point, we 
are glad to relate that the first and se- 
cond Bible classes, belonging to the 
female Sabbath-school of the first 
Presbyterian church in this city, have 
each subscribed for a copy of the 
American Sunday-school Magazine. 
XYX. 





PLANS. 


The following extracts from the 
reports of the Maine Sunday-school 
Union, would have been incorporated 
in the account which we gave in our 
last number; but the subjects are 
worthy of particular notice, and we 
take this method of calling direct at- 
tention to them. 


The school in the village of Bangor, 
seems to have been remarkably well 
managed, and sustained a high charac- 
ter. At the opening of the school, 
the lessons for the whole season, were 
given out. They were about ten 
verses each, and the same for all the 
scholars. To every scholar was given 
a card, of a convenient size to be kept 
in his Bible, upon one side of which 
was the date of each Sabbath, with 
the book, chapter and verse, of the 
lesson for the day against it; and on 
the other side, the rules of the school, 
so far as they related to the conduct 
of the scholars. The singular benefit 
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of these cards will justify afew re- 
marks upon them. The elder scholars 
were never ignorant of the lesson for 
any particular Sabbath, although they 
might have been absent for many 
weeks; and parents could always di- 
rect the studies of the younger chil- 
dren without any fear of mistaking the 
lesson. It is believed, that in many in- 
stances, they led the attention of pa- 
rents and others, who would not other- 
wise have looked at them, to a careful 
perusal of the lesson ; and to the scho- 
lars, who have preserved them, they 
will be an interesting memento. The 
rules on the other side, were a law in 
the hands, and under the eyes of the 
scholars, at home, at school, and on 
the way. This measure is, with the 
utmost confidence, recommended to 
others. The exercises commenced 
precisely at 9 o’clock. No delay of a 
moment was allowed. 

In Wetts, we have no auxiliary, but 
have nevertheless received an interest- 
ing report on the schools there. It 
has always been found difficult, to 
maintain a good Sabbath-school in this 
place. The congregation is scattered 
over an extent of eight miles, so that 
the children could not be assembled 
at one place. Notwithstanding these 
difficulties, some instruction of this 
kind, has been given every season, for 
twelve years. Sometimes, the school 
which was established at the opening 
of the season, with fair prospects, 
dwindled away, before its close, to a 
very meagre number. To remedy this 
evil, alterations have beea made, from 
time to time, in the mode “of instruc- 
tion. Measures have been adopted to 
stimulate the parents, or reward the 
children; and, for better aceommoda- 
tion, they have sometimes been col- 
lected in the several districts. But 
none of these measures produced the 
desired results. Last spring, a new 
plan wasdevised. The children were 
collected in groups of ten to twenty- 
five, usually at private houses, and 
placed under the care of two females, 
They met at 5 P. M. on the Sabbath, 
instructed them in the Bible and Cate- 
chism, and prayed with them. Eleven 
such schools were kept from’ May 
till October : two hundred and twenty 
children attended. A Bible’ class of 


a hundred and thirty has also been es- 
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tablished, and the children of both 
were assembled at the close of the 
season, to hear an appropriate address. 
From the Scotland 

the pastor of the church has sent us 
an interesting report. I was almost 
discouraged from making any attempt 
towards reviving the school this sea- 
son. An attempt was made, how- 
ever, and asmall Sabbath-school socie- 
ty formed. A library of about seventy 
volumes was procured, and a small 
school opened. The pastor of the 
church has been obliged to act as su- 
perintendent. We laboured under 
some disadvantages from the circum- 
stance, that the teachers have not felt 
themselves qualified, either to ask im- 
portant questions, or to give explana- 
tions of the lessons. This deficiency I 
have endeavoured in some measure to 
supply, by devoting some time, after 
the recitations, to asking questions, 
and explaining the lessons. But as I 
have been in the habit of preaching 
three times on the Sabbath, [have not 
been able to do much in this way. The 
number of scholars was thirty-seven ; 
teachers eight. This is small compared 
with many other schools, but compar- 
ed with the congregation, is as large 
as any—about one third of the whole 
congregation being connected with 
the school. <A considerable portion of 
the children are from families, not in 
the habit of attending public worship ; 
so that our library, which is much 
used, is read by many families, who 
receive no other religious instruction, 
than what is thus carried within their 
own doors. 


WORTHINGTON, OHIO. 
Extract of a Letter, February 8th. 


There is no section of the United 
States, in which books of this cha- 
racter, (the Union’s publications,) are 
so much needed, or would be likely 
to do so much good. They are usu- 
ally read with avidity ; and doubtless, 
often prove ‘* the good seed sown 
on good ground.” Schools are as yet 
very scarce, especially in the country, 
and smaller villages, but they might 
apparently, be multiplied to any ex- 
tent. We hope to obtain many aux- 


Instrict of York, | 
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But our success will depend in a 
great measure, on the cheapness of 
our books. 


‘SHARON COUNTY, CONN, 
To the Corresponding Secretary. 


The following, is one among many 
other proofs, of the value and import 
ance of Sunday-school Libraries. 


It is more than ten years, I believe, 
since Sunday-school instruction com- 
menced here ; under much discourage- 
ment, from the apathy and indifference 
of parents, the work was carried for- 
ward until a year ago; when our pros- 
pects began to brighten. An indivi. 
dual who felt the importance of the 
subject, determined to try the effect 
of a library. He mentioned to the 
school about a year since, (which had 
consisted during the winter previous 
of, say twenty scholars, ) that he should 
soon go to New-York, and would pur- 
chase a small library for them; and 
that he might know how many books 
would be required, he requested them 
to mention to their companions, what 
was about to be done, and persuade as 
many as they could, to attend the next 
Sabbath. There was an additic”a! 
number present, but it was jud: 
that fifty volumes would be an «:iple 
supply. The books were procured, 
(those issued by the Sunday-school 
Union, ) and on the first day of distri- 
bution there were very few left. From 
this time, there was an engagedness 
on the part of parents as well as chil- 
dren, that was very affecting. There 
was now no difficulty in procuring 
funds, to enlarge the library. The 
school has continued to increase ; our 
present number is two hundred and 
forty. Notwithstanding, the unfavour- 
able weather during the winter, there 
have been seldom less than a hundred 
and twenty present. 

This is a small society, and many of 
the children live at the distance of 
four and five miles from the church ; 
yet this distance, they have been 
known to wadk through violent storms 
to attend the school. As the scholars 
multiplied, the individual above al- 


» luded to, invited in teachers; of which 


iiaries in the opening of the spring. || there is a goodly number pious, and 
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competent ; and there are more who 
stand ready to engage, as they may be 
wanted. 


AUXILIARIES, 


Recognised at the stated meeting of the 
Board, April 8, 1828. 


The Sunday-school Association of Danville, 
Ky. Joseph Huber and Sarah M*Dowell, 
Superintendents. D. A. Russell, Secry. 
M. G. Youce, Treas. 

Raleigh N. C. Sunday-school Society. Col. 
J. Bell, Pres. P. W. Dowd, Cor. Sec’ry. 
I. Stedinan, Rec. Sec’ry. 

* New Castle Co. De. Sunday-school Umion. 
Hon. Willard Hall, Pres. Rev. H. L. Da- 
vis, Rev. J. N. Danforth, Rev. J. P. Peck- 
worth, and B. Davenport, V. Prest’s. Rev. 
F. W. Gilbert, Cor. Sec’ry. David C. Wil- 
son, Rec. Sec’ry. ‘Thomas M*‘Corkle, Treas. 
and Depository, Wilmington, De. 


MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
school Union, from the Ist of March to the 
28th of Apnl, 1828, 


I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 
upwards. 


Rev. B. Woodbury, Falmouth, Ms. by 
ladies of his Society, per Ezra Col- 
her, 

Rev. G. W. Campbell, South Ber- 
wick, Me.; of which 4 is from the 
Young Ladies’ Juvenile Society ; 
5 91 from scholars at Mr. Hol- 
ton’s Academy; $7 26 collected at 
five S. S. concerts; and $2 83 by 
ladier «f the parish, 

Rey. Dashiell, minister of the 
Mar. vs’ Chureh, Philadelphia, by 
his Congregation, per A. Cleaver 
and the Rey. G. Boyd, 

Rev. B. P. Aydelotte, Rector of Grace 
Chureh, Philadelphia, by members 
of St. John’s Church, N. L. and 
others, 

Rev. Charles G. Finney, of Utica, 
N. Y. by young ladies of the Con- 
gregations of the Rev. Messrs. Li- 
vingston and Patterson, per A. 
Martin, 

Rev. Seth Williston, Union, N. Y. in 
part by Durham N. Y. Charitable 
Society, $12 50; do. second pay- 
ment, $8 12, 


&30 00 


30 00 


30 00 


30 00 


*+20 62 
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* This Union was recognised at a former 
meeting of the Board. 
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Rev. Samuel H. Cox, pastor of the 





Laight St. Pres. Chureh, N. Y. by 
several members of his Congrega- 
tion, 

Rev. Mr. Sprague, Springfield, Ms. 


*+30 00 
*+30 00 


Il. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars and 


upwards, 


Philadelphia, W. Spohn, per Rev. G. 
Boyd, 
Naglee, per A. Mar- 
tin, 
Baltimore, Mr. Alexander Brown, per 
Rev. G. Boyd, 
Alexander Fridge, per Rev. 
G. Boyd, 
Joseph ‘Todhunter, 
Rev. G. Boyd, 
Thomas Spicer, Ist instal- 
ment, per Rey. George 
Boyd, 
John T. Barr, per Rev. G. 
Boyd, 
Hugh Boyle, per Rev. G. 
Boyd, 


B. 


per 


Ss . 3s &: 8 
,-Ss 2s & 


8 8 


8 


Ill. ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars. 


Charlotte, Vt. Noble Lovely, 1828, 3 00 
Louisville, Ky. Edmund I. Byen, 1828, 3 00 
Granville, N. ¥Y. Rev. Amos Savage, Jr. 

1828, 3 590 
Fredericksburg, Va. W. Kellogg, 1823, 3 00 
Philadelphia, W. H. Hart, 1828, §3. J. B. 


Mitchell, 1828, %3. W. A. Wilmer, 1828, 
3. 9 00 
New York, Miss F. Singsing, 1827, &3.°¢+ A. 
P. Halsey, 1827, §3."t G. M. Tracy, 1827, 
$3.*¢ 9 00 
Newburg, N.Y. James Gilbert Roe, Alfred Cox 


Roe, S isan E. Roe, &3 each, for 1827, by 
their father, Peter Roe, Esq. *+9 00 
Hackensack, N. J. Rev. M. W. Dwight, 
1827, *+3 00 
Yonkers, N. ¥. Rev. John West, 1827, +3 08 
Warren, Pa. Cyrus Tanner, 1828, 3 00 
IV. DONATIONS, 
To the General Fund. 

A Marriage Fee of a Connecticut Cler- 
gyman, by the Rev. G. Boyd, 5 00 

| Jonathan Creary, Baltimore, per Rev. 
G. Boyd, 5 00 





* Marked thus * was received through Mr. 
A. W. Corey, agent at New York. 

+ Marked thu: ¢ was paid to our agents be- 
fore the Ist of March, 1828, 
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Dr. David Rutter, Pottsgrove, Pa. +3 00 Hartford, D. H. & Co. 249 
“A Friend to the Institution,” per Indiana State Union for New Albany 

John Forsyth, Newburg, N. Y. *+10 00 Depository, 25 00 
Livonia N. Y. Congregation, per J. Indiana State Union fur Madison De- 

B. Adams, +4 70 pository, 12 
By ladies of Wilkesbarre, Pa. per J. B. Jonestown S. S. 10 00 
Adams, 2 56 Lancaster Co. Pa. 57 

Louisville, Ky. per W. Worsley, 87 
V. MISSIONARY FUND. Lower Marion, ! 
Lancaster, Ohio, 23 oO 
Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute || Mikon, Pa. 40 0 
the following Societies Auxiliary. Marietta, Ohio, 1 
Mount Holly, N. J. 1 
Danville, Ky. S. S, %3 00 |} Mauch Chunk, 5 
Sharon, S. S. 3 00 || Massachusetts State Union, 1000 00 
Big Flata, N. Y. S. S. 3 00 |] Maine State Union, 527 65 
Lewis, De. S. S. 3 00 Milwood, Va. 65 00 
Wantage 5. S. +3 00 |} Marietta, Pa. 20 
Frankford and Hardiston, +3 00 || Morristown S. S. 6 72 
Addisville, Pa. S. S. +3 00 Norfolk, Va. 26 44 
Mount Pleasant, West Chester Co.$.S. +3 00 Norfolk, Va. 100 00 
New York Depository, 1750 00 
DONATIONS TO MISSIONARY FUND. New Castle Female, 2 52 
Philadelphia S. S. Concert of Prayer, Philadelphia 
March 1828, SI 46 , 
L. S. $. Coneert Collections, at Ro- Combined, N. L. 
chester, N. Y. +23 00 Seventh Presbyterian Church, Y 5 
Guilford Co. N.C. S. S. U. +3 00 Bethlehem, 5 1 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 17 
VI . First Presbyterian Fem. 2 0 
- FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, St. Paul's Male, 10 @ 
And from individuals in payment for) Gans ag TS 
books. First Baptist Church, 
Alexander St. John’s, Meth. 10 ¢ 
exandria, D. C. SO7 53 “or — 
Albany, N. Y. 70 00 Public Schools, N. W. 1! ‘ 
Amherst Co., Va. 10 00 Sehool, Ne. 305 ; a 
Allentown, 14 93 New Market Street Baptist, . 
Baltimore, Md. 500 00 First Presbyterian Male, 13 
Bridgeton, N. J. 2 73 St. Andrew's Female, 7 2 
Bordentown, N. J. 13 57 F.benezer, Southwark, | 13 
Brandywine, Deh 3 03 . caer po street Adult Coloured S. . 
Berks and Schuylkill Co. 100 00 |} Pittsburg, Pa. yet 
Bristol, Pa. 2 50 Plymouth, Mass. 62 
Bardstown, 5 87 Petersburg, Va. mes 
Big Flats, N. Y. 20 00 Richmond, Va. 300 be 
Baltimore Hundred and Dagsborough, 3 00 Reading, Pa. Ne 
Charleston, S. C. 100 oo |} Romney, Va. alts 
Charlotte Ct. House, Va. 50 00 Savannah, Geo. 30 07 
Columbia, Pa. 94 00 Salem, Ne ve ’ cides 
Chilicothe, Ohio, S. S. 3 00 Shepherdstown, Va. 7 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 40 O4 Stoyestown, Pa. “des 
Carlisle Ger. Ref. Ch. S. S. 7 00 Tremton, N. J. he 
Cold Springs S. S. 4 00 |] Puseumbia, Alabama, 5 0 
Cape island, 2 45 i Tuckerton, N. J. ane 1 i 
Charleston, S. C. per G. F.S 92 44 { Utica W estern S. S. U. 600 00 
Dory, Pa, e1 a0 fi Wilmington, Del. 31 2) 
; Williamsburg, Va. 20 0 
Fvansburg, Pa. 2 64 || Wheeling Va. . ” 
Frankford, Pa. 1 53. wa cetciie Ce 7 
Fredericksburg, Va. 15 84 || sedoaieee 7: 0 be . 
Germantown, Pa. 10 00 | he emg ind 
Holmesburg, Pa. 2 21 gton, Ohio, 
Huntingdon S. S. 20 00 Sales to individuals and schools, not 
Martford, Cunn. Goodwin & Co. 6S 47 particularized by the purchasers, in 
Ilarvisburg, Pa. 14 00 | the city and elsewhere, 104 63 























